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If RBI's mean more 
to you than ROI's, 
Enjoy the Game!!! 


But if ROI drives your business 
decisions, keep reading. 


Recent events have proven for most of us that replacing your game-day wardrobe is a lot less 
expensive than replacing your roof. We want to help with that. 


In 1981, Hicks Industrial Roofing had been in business for 34 years, when we installed a brand 
new product in the market. We didn’t know what to expect. As time passed, we did a few 
more. By the mid-90’s we started promoting it... Fast forward 43 years, thousands of 
Commercial/Industrial roofs, and millions of square feet later, we still have 


One Nagging Question: How long does this stuff last? 


It’s doubtful you have any 43 year old flat roofs on your buildings? For most other products 
we’ve installed, it seems 20-25 years is more the norm. It’s almost like the average roofing 
product is engineered so the water runs in... right after the warranty runs out. 


The simple fact is in 43 years we’ve never seen this one product fail without help. Sure, we’ve 
replaced a small handful of those “1981-type” roofs that were tornado damaged, one was hit by 
baseball-size hail (replaced ten years later) and even a few for customers that just said “It’s old, 
| want a new one”.... Wadda ya do? Sometimes you just have to say “OK”, and be thankful for 
customers that are successful. 


Time is the Great Truth-teller, and has proven that soending about 10% more can mean the 
difference between a 20 and 40 year ROI. 


Most of us would gladly soend 10% more for twice as much. 


If you DON’T wake up each morning hoping to spend money on your roof, then Hicks Industrial 
Roofing may be a good fit for your business. Give us a call to learn what 4 generations, 75+ 
years of continual operation, and Long-Term experience with nearly every type of low-slope 

roofing, can mean for you..... and those that follow in your footsteps. 


Now, from our family to your's... Enjoy the game!!! 


Hicks Industrial Roofing — Since 1947 


HT, 7 Decades « 4 Generations 
R 1 Name e 0 Compromises 

ll ee 800-750-4425 
HICKS ROOFING, INC WWwW.HICKSROOFING.COM 
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April is Minority Health Month. 


Team up with the Cleveland Office of Minority 


Health to throw out health disparities. 


www.clevelandhealth.org 


Cammission on CLE 


Funding for this advertisement comes from CDC-RFA-0121-2103: National Initiative to Address COVID-19 Health Disparities Among Populations at High-Risk and Underserved, Including Racial and 
Ethnic Minority Populations and Rural Communities through a partnership with the Ohio Department of Health and the Ohio Commission on Minority Health. 


Guardians, 


TICKET SPECIALS 


THE DISTRICT TICKET FOR $15 
Your first drink is on us 


The District Ticket presented by Miller Lite is a $15 
standing-room-only ticket to the park with your first 
drink included. 


So, grab some friends and catch the game at The 
Corner bar in Right Field. It’s the perfect place to 
grab acold one while catching all the action at 
Progressive Field. 


All District Tickets are limited and only 
available online. 


Buy now at CLEGUARDIANS.com 
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KIDS TICKETS START AT JUST $10 
Take the whole family out to the ballgame 


Reinvent family game night. Bring the kids to 
Progressive Field to enjoy a game that connects 
generations. 


The Kids Ticket starts at just $10 for kids 12 and 
under with the purchase of an adult ticket (max of 
two kids per adult). Tickets are for seats located 
in our Family Deck, so you’ll enjoy the game 

in an area designed for families - combining 

great views of the field in a family-friendly 
environment. 


Kids Tickets are only available online. 


Buy now at CLEGUARDIANS.com 
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DEAD GUARDIANS FANS, 


We are beyond excited to welcome you back to Progressive Field in 2024 for another incredible, 
action-packed season of Cleveland baseball! 


While our on-field outcome did not go the way we had hoped, the Guardians still had a lot to be 
proud of during the 2023 season, and we feel it’s important to recognize all of the organization’s 
achievements in the past year. Andrés Giménez and Steven Kwan each earned their second 
consecutive Rawlings Gold Glove Awards, with Giménez also taking home the American 
League Platinum Glove Award - the first in Guardians history. Tanner Bibee finished as the 
runner-up for American League Rookie of the Year, and Josh Naylor was awarded the 2023 
James Tip O’Neill Award for excellence in character and achievement both on and off the field. 
José Ramirez, a Silver Slugger Award finalist, and Emmanuel Clase, the 2023 MLB saves 
leader, were both named to the All-MLB Second Team. And last — though certainly not least — 
we said farewell to former Manager Terry Francona following an 11-year tenure with 

Cleveland that included three Manager of the Year Awards, six Postseason appearances anda 
place in the history books as the winningest and longest-tenured manager in club history. 


After a year filled with immense growth and change, our organization is eager for the 
opportunity, excitement and impact to come in the 2024 season. We’ve worked hard during the 
offseason and Spring Training to bring you the very best in Cleveland baseball, connecting with 
our community and our city to set the foundation for a successful future and reach our overall 
goal of bringing home a World Series title. 


A strong core group of players will return to The Corner in 2024, along with a few new additions 
welcomed to the team this offseason. Newly appointed Manager Stephen Vost will take his 
place at the Guardians helm as the 45th manager in club history alongside veteran leader José 
Ramirez, who will be entering his 12th season with the organization. Shane Bieber will head a 
young and talented pitching staff, while Josh Naylor and Andrés Giménez will command a 
versatile group of position players. Austin Hedges rejoins the club as a veteran and mentor toa 
motived team hungry for redemption. Furthermore, fans will arrive on Opening Day to phase one 
of Progressive Field Reimagined, featuring new ballpark spaces such the open-air Terrance 
Garden in left field and the Pennant District in right field. 


In addition to our extraordinary group of athletes and coaches, we understand that our 
organization’s unprecedented accomplishments would not be possible without the support of our 
incredible fanbase. You are the reason our home run-hitters, walk-off wins and sold-out ballpark 
mean so much more than baseball, and we want to thank the Cleveland community for standing 
beside us through all our at bats. 


The 2024 season is full of promise, and we can’t wait to see you at The Corner. 


Sincerely, 


LH ipa 


Paul Dolan 
Owner, Cleveland Guardians 
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Progressive has called northeast Ohio 
home for more than 85 years, and 

we remain committed to protecting 
the things that matter to you. 
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The Dolan family’s ownership of the Cleveland Guardians franchise enters 
its 25th season in 2024, while Paul Dolan begins his 12th campaign as 
the primary control person after being formally approved by Major League 
Baseball on Jan. 10, 2013. Paul continues to serve as Chairman and Chief 
Executive Officer of the Guardians, roles that he accepted prior to the 
2011 season. He began as Vice President, General Counsel upon joining 
the organization in 2000 and later served as the club’s President from 
2004-10. ' 


A fifth-generation Clevelander, Paul was born and raised innearby 

Chardon, Ohio where he attended high school at Gilmour Academy in 

Gates Mills. He graduated with a B.A. degree from St. Lawrence University oe 
in1980 and received his Juris Doctorate from the / 
University of Notre Dame’s Law School in 1983. Prior to joining the ~. 
Guardians, Paul was a partner at Thrasher, Dinsmore & Dolan, a Chardon, 
Ohio-based law firm. 


Dolan is involved in various business interests throughout Northeast Ohio : 
and is engaged with many philanthropic and civic boards throughout “ 
the Northeast Ohio community. He is currently Chairman of the Greater 
Cleveland Partnership and serves as a board member for The Cleveland 
Clinic, Playhouse Square Foundation, United Way of Greater Cleveland, 
Unify Labs and Cleveland State University. Paul has been the 
co-chairman for VeloSano Bike to Cure in each of the 
event's last ten years (2014-23) and also participates 
as a Guardians team member. The Greater Cleveland 
Sports Commission honored the Dolan family with 
the 2019 Lifetime Achievement Award, which is 
annually presented to an individual or group that 
has demonstrated extraordinary dedication to 
the advancement of sport in Cleveland. 


Paul and his wife, Karen, reside in Geauga 
County and have two adult sons. 
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DAVID BLITZER 

Vice Chairman 

David S. Blitzer enters his third season with the Cleveland 
Guardians after being announced as Vice Chairman and minority 
ownership partner on June 27, 2022, completing the successful 
transition of the interest John Sherman maintained before 
purchasing the Kansas City Royals. 


A respected global sports and entertainment investor, Blitzer is 
Co-Founder and Co-Managing General Partner of Harris Blitzer 
Sports & Entertainment (HBSE) and has more than a decade 
of expertise owning and operating professional sports teams, 
including the Philadelphia 76ers (NBA), New Jersey Devils (NHL), Crystal Palace (EPL), Real 
Salt Lake (MLS) and numerous international soccer clubs. 


Originally joining the firm in 1991, Blitzer is the Global Head of Blackstone’s Tactical 
Opportunities Group, which identifies global investment opportunities across industries and 
asset classes. He graduated magna cum laude from the Wharton School of the University of 
Pennsylvania. David currently serves on the Boards of Dream, a youth development organizing 
servicing more than 2,200 inner city children, the Riverdale Country School, the Advisory Board 
of the Mount Sinai Surgical Department, the Board of Overseers at the Wharton School and the 
Board of Trustees at the University of Pennsylvania. 


David and his wife, Allison, are committed to giving back to the community, as they established 
the Blitzer Family Foundation to support organizations that positively impact community 
enrichment and youth development through education, athletics, health and wellness. David 
and Allison reside in New York City with their five children. 


BRIAN BARREN 

President, Business Operations 

Brian Barren enters his 11th season with the Cleveland Guardians 
in 2024 and eighth as President of Business Operations. He 
joined the organization in January 2014 and served as Executive 
Vice President of Sales & Marketing over his first three seasons. 
In his present capacity, Brian oversees all aspects of the club’s 
business functions. 


Barren joined the Guardians following an accomplished, 24- 
year career with Procter & Gamble in Cincinnati, Ohio where he 
developed a wide variety of skill sets and expertise in Customer 
Business Development and general management of multi-functional business teams. As a 
senior leader at P&G, Brian had team leadership responsibility on the company’s Walmart and 
Kroger Teams, two of P&G’s top customers in the world. 


Brian is a1989 graduate of Princeton University, where he earned a degree in History that 
included his senior year thesis researching the integration of Major League Baseball. He played 
football for four years at Princeton as a classmate and teammate of Toronto Blue Jays President 
& CEO Mark Shapiro. Brian was also an Army ROTC scholarship student as an undergrad at 
Princeton, fulfilling his commitment to the U.S. Army as a tank commander upon graduation. 


Brian and his wife, Kris, reside in downtown Cleveland and have two sons, Billy and Brad. Brian 
was one of Dan and Catherine Barren’s six children. His late father was a well-respected teacher 
and high school football coach for many years at Columbus Academy, where Brian graduated 

in 1985, and finished his coaching career as the inaugural Head Football Coach at Notre Dame 
Cathedral Latin (Hall of Fame Class of 2004). Brian serves as a board member for College Now 
Greater Cleveland, the Greater Cleveland Sports Commission and the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame. 


CHRIS ANTONETTI 

President, Baseball Operations 

Now entering his 26th year as a member of the Cleveland 
Guardians franchise, Chris Antonetti begins his ninth full season 
as President of Baseball Operations after being elevated to the 
position on October 6, 2015. The 2024 campaign will mark his 
14th overseeing the club’s Baseball Operations after spending 
five seasons as the club’s Executive Vice President and General 
Manager from 2011-15. 


Antonetti, 49, has worked with GM Mike Chernoff and teammates 
across the organization to build a foundation for sustained 
success by seeking to maximize all avenues of player acquisition and development, while also 
cultivating an organizational culture that supports continual learning and growth. 


Chris guided a reshaping of Cleveland’s Major League club prior to the 2013 campaign, which 
began with the hiring of Terry Francona, a two-time World Series champion with more than 

30 years of professional baseball experience, as manager on Oct. 8, 2012. In the 11 years that 
followed, Cleveland posted the American League’s 2nd-best record (.549, 921-757) - 3rd-best 
in the Majors overall — highlighted most notably by four A.L. Central titles (2016-18, 2022) and 
six MLB Postseason appearances that saw the organization advance to the 2013 A.L. Wild Card 
Game, 2016 World Series, 2017 A.L. Division Series, 2018 A.L. Division Series, 2020 Wild Card 
Series and 2022 A.L. Division Series. Over the last 11 seasons beginning with 2013, Cleveland 
has played a combined total of just 27 regular season games outside of Postseason contention, 
including only 8 games through 2020. That stretch began with an eight-year span (2013-20) 
that saw Cleveland post eight consecutive winning seasons and the A.L’s best record by a 


CLUB OFFICERS Flere err eee ered PRR A REE EERE ERED E PEER EEE ERP EE PES 
PPfeeeeee ei! THE OFFICIAL YEARBOOK OF THE CLEVELAND GUARDIANS 


six-win margin (.565, 673-519). Cleveland was one of only four MLB teams - two in the A.L. 

- with eight straight winning seasons from 2013-20 in what was the longest such streak for 

the franchise since 1994-2001 (8). In recognition of recent organizational accomplishments, 
Antonetti was named 2016 Executive of the Year by Baseball America following the club’s World 
Series run and 2017 Executive of the Year by Sporting News after Cleveland achieved its third 
100-win campaign (102-60) in the now 123-year history of the franchise; Antonetti was named 
Sporting News Executive of the Year again in 2022, as the youngest roster in MLB came within 
one win of advancing to the A.L. Championship Series. Following the on-field retirement of 
Francona, who transitions to a Senior Advisor role in 2024 as Cleveland’s all-time winningest 
manager, Antonetti led a collaborative recruitment process that tabbed Stephen Vogt as the 
45th skipper in franchise history. : 


Over a nine-year period from 2002-10, Chris assisted with significant rebuilding efforts as 
both Assistant GM (January 2002) and, later, Vice President of Baseball Operations (March 
2007) that were rewarded when Cleveland led Major League Baseball in wins and advanced 
to the 2007 A.L. Championship Series. He originally joined the Guardians organization prior to 
the 1999 season as an assistant in the Baseball Operations Department and was promoted to 
Director of Major League Operations in August 2001. 


Chris began his career in professional baseball in the summer of 1997 as an intern with the 
Montreal Expos in West Palm Beach, FL. He was later hired as Assistant Director of Player 
Development with the Expos in November 1997 and served in that position until joining the 
Cleveland staff. 


Antonetti graduated magna cum laude from Georgetown University in 1996 with a degree in 
Business Administration and earned a master’s degree from the University of Massachusetts in 
Sport Management the following year. At Georgetown, he was a student manager for the men’s 
basketball team for one-and-a-half years under John Thompson, ur. Chris currently serves on 
the MLB Club Executive Committee for The Players Alliance, which was formed in 2020. 


Chris and his wife, Sarah, live in Rocky River, Ohio with their daughters, Mya and Ella. 


MIKE CHERNOFF 

General Manager 

Mike Chernoff enters his 21st season with the Cleveland 
Guardians organization in 2024 and his ninth since being named 
the 16th General Manager in team history on Oct. 6, 2015. He 
spent the previous five seasons as the club’s Assistant General 
Manager after being elevated to the position in October 2010. 


Chernoff was previously Cleveland’s Director of Baseball 
Operations over four seasons from 2007-10 after spending 

the 2005-06 campaigns as the Assistant Director of Baseball 
Operations. His tenure with the organization started in June 2003 
when he began an internship in Baseball Operations. 


As General Manager, Mike works with President of Baseball Operations Chris Antonetti to lead 
all aspects of the club’s baseball operations, including Major League operations, scouting and 
player acquisitions, player development and performance, research and development, and 
contract negotiations. Chernoff has helped lead a variety of strategic moves and organizational 
development initiatives that have impacted the Guardians current Major League team and 
organizational culture, including the hiring processes of both Terry Francona and Stephen Vogt, 
as well as a substantial volume of player acquisitions, multi-year contract negotiations, and 
scouting and development initiatives. 


Mike played four years of varsity baseball as a middle infielder at Princeton University and 
served as captain of the team as a senior. He earned a degree in Economics with a certificate in 
finance from the lvy League institution in June 2003. 


Mike and his wife, Sarah, reside in Beachwood, Ohio with their sons, Brody and Owen, and 
daughters, Arielle and Saige. His father, Mark, retired in 2022 as Vice President of Programming 
for WFAN in New York City following an illustrious radio career that spanned four decades. 


MATT FORMAN 

Executive Vice President & Assistant General Manager 

Matt Forman enters his 12th season with Cleveland in 2024 and 
eighth since being named Assistant General Manager in 2016. Prior 
to the 2022 campaign, his title was expanded to include “Executive 
Vice President”, as Forman’s current role supports Chris Antonetti 
and Mike Chernoff with the co-management of all aspects of 
Baseball Operations. Among other responsibilities, Forman helps 
to lead the organization’s efforts at the Major League level along 
with scouting and player acquisitions, player development and 
performance, and R&D and information systems. 


Prior to his promotion to EVP, Forman led the organization’s scouting departments (Amateur, 
Professional & International) and player acquisition processes. Forman also previously held 
several leadership roles within the club’s Baseball Operations department. 


Forman’s tenure with the Guardians began in 2013 after graduating from Northwestern 
University in 2011. Matt resides in Rocky River, Ohio with his wife, JoHanna, and their daughters, 
Olivia and Caroline. 
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SKY ANDRECHECK 

Assistant General Manager 

Sky Andrecheck enters his 15th season with the Guardians 
organization and fifth since being named Assistant General 
Manager prior to the 2020 season. He was elevated to Vice 
President of Baseball Research and Development in 2019 after 
serving the previous three seasons (2016-18) as the club’s 
Senior Director of Research and Development. Andrecheck’s 
tenure with Cleveland began in May 2010 when he was hired as 
a Baseball Analyst to enhance the club’s quantitative efforts in a 
wide variety of areas. 


In his role, Sky assumes responsibility for the club’s analytical systems across Baseball 
Operations, leading the club’s analysts and data scientists, while bringing advanced 
quantitative and analytical research to the organization. He continues to serve as a resource 
for personnel and strategy decisions throughout Baseball Operations, including both Pro and 
Amateur Scouting, Player Development and Major League Advance Scouting. 


A Chicago-area native, Andrecheck holds both a bachelor’s and a master’s degree in Statistics 
from the University of Illinois. Before joining the Guardians, he worked as a statistician at 
Mathematica Policy Research in Washington, D.C. Sky also wrote for several online baseball 
outlets, including Baseball Analysts and SI.com. He and his wife, Sarah, reside in Shaker 
Heights, Ohio with their daughter, Adeline. 


ERIC BINDER 

Assistant General Manager 

Eric Binder begins his 12th season with the Guardians 
organization and third since being named Assistant General 
Manager. Binder started his tenure with Cleveland in 2013 

as the Advance Scouting Intern, progressing into a full-time 
role in Player Development the following year. In 2017, Binder 
transitioned into Baseball Operations serving as the director of 
the department the next two seasons. 


\ As Assistant GM, Eric’s responsibilities expand across Baseball 
Operations in support of Cleveland’s Major League staff, Player 
Development staff and Scouting departments. His leadership in implementation of process 
and analysis focuses day-to-day with the Major League coaching staff and Performance areas, 
while additionally leading the development 

and implementation of pitching philosophies and programs throughout the organization. 


Eric joined the Guardians after a two-year Minor League pitching career from 2012-13, most 
notably with the St. Louis Cardinals organization. He grew up in Burr Ridge, IL and attended 
Northwestern University, later graduating from Trinity University in 2010 with a degree in 
Economics. He resides in Chagrin Falls, Ohio. 


JAMES HARRIS 

Assistant General Manager 

James Harris begins his eighth season with the Cleveland 
Guardians and third as Assistant General Manager after 
spending the previous two years as Vice President of Player 
Development. Harris joined the organization as Director of 
Player Development in 2016. 


In his current role, James assists in all facets of Baseball 
Operations, including player and staff procurement and 
development, along with player personnel decisions at the Major 
and Minor League levels. 


Harris provides macro-level leadership of the Player Development system, including club 
complexes in both Arizona and the Dominican Republic, along with broad oversight of Major 
and Minor League Performance areas in collaboration with Strength & Conditioning and 
Nutrition. 


Prior to joining the Guardians, James was a Special Assistant to Baseball Operations with 
the Pittsburgh Pirates and spent time as Chief of Staff for the Philadelphia Eagles and 
the University of Oregon. During his 24-year career in sports, he has also spent time with 
the University of Nebraska, Arizona State University, San Francisco 49ers and Athletes’ 
Performance (EXOS). 


James graduated from the University of Nebraska in 2000 with a degree in Human Resources 
and Family Sciences, has a master’s degree in Nutrition and Exercise Science from Nebraska, 
is a Registered Dietitian (RD) and studied Leadership at the University of Oregon. 


A Los Angeles area native, James and his wife, Kimberly, have two daughters, Kamryn and 
Keliah. 
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PAUL GILLISPIE 

Senior Vice President, Scouting 

Paul Gillispie begins his 18th season with the Guardians 
organization and fifth since being elevated to Vice President 
of Scouting. He spent the previous three seasons (2017-19) 
as Senior Director of International Scouting. In his present 
role, Gillispie oversees all aspects of the club’s domestic and 
international scouting approach, including both Latin America 
and the Pacific Rim, while leading the evaluation, information- 
gathering and process implementation efforts for the acquisition 
of amateur and professional players. : 


Gillispie spent two years (2015-16) as the club’s Director of Pro Scouting after serving for six 
years as Assistant Director of Scouting from 2009-14. Paul’s tenure with the Guardians started 
in November 2006 when he began an internship in Baseball Operations and he later 

went on to become an Area Scout for Georgia, South Carolina and Northern Florida. 


Paul graduated from the University of Virginia with a degree in American Politics. He played for 
the Cavaliers baseball team and was team captain for the 2003-04 season. He is a member 

of the Buck O’Neil Professional Scouts and Coaches Association. Originally from Danville, VA, 
Paul resides in downtown Cleveland. 


VICTOR WANG 

Senior Vice President, Player Acquisitions 

Victor Wang enters his 16th season with the Guardians and 
third since being named Senior Vice President of Player 
Acquisitions. He was elevated to VP of Player Acquisitions 
prior to the 2020 campaign. In his current role, Victor 
provides decision frameworks and processes as a shared 
service for the organization, while continuing to lead 
acquisition efforts across scouting avenues. 


Victor previously served in Pro Scouting roles as Assistant 
Director (2013-16) and as Director (2017-19). He joined the organization in a full-time 
capacity in June 2012 as a Baseball Operations Assistant after spending the previous 
three summers as a Baseball Operations & Analytics Intern. Prior to coming to Cleveland, 
Victor wrote for the Hardball Times. 


Victor grew up in Bloomington, Minnesota and later graduated from Northwestern 
University in June 2012 with a BA in Economics. He currently resides in downtown 
Cleveland. 


ALEX ECKELMAN 

VICE PRESIDENT, HITTING 

Alex Eckelman begins his 15th season with the Cleveland 
Guardians and his third as Vice President of Hitting after 
spending the previous two campaigns as Director of Hitting 
Development. Eckelman originally joined the organization in 
2010 as an Advance Scouting Intern, transitioning into the 
roles of Assistant Director, Pro Scouting in 2011 and Advance 
Scouting Coordinator after that, handling analysis and Major 
League advance reports on upcoming opponents. Alex was 
an Assistant Director of Player Development from 2016-19. 


In his current role, Alex assists with the leadership of the club’s Hitting Development 
staff and the design and creation of programs, policies and curriculums implemented 
throughout Cleveland’s system, while managing the information and resources to 
support. He also 

oversees the hitting aspects of player plan origination for position players in 
collaboration with coaches, coordinators and other front office staff members. 


Alex, 49, played professional baseball for nine years (1997-2005) in the Houston and St. 
Louis organizations, including parts of three seasons at Triple-A. Following his playing 
career, he coached in the Astros system in 2007. Alex graduated from The Ohio State 
University, where he played varsity baseball (1994-97) and was elected to the Varsity 
“OQ” Hall of Fame in 2006 in a class that included Eddie George. He concluded his Minor 
League career with a.274 (706-2578) avg. in 804 games. 


Alex resides in Broadview Heights, Ohio and has two children, Mason and Samantha. 
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JOSH GIBSON 

Vice President, Learning & Development 

Josh Gibson enters his seventh season as a member of the 
Cleveland Guardians organization in 2024. In his current role, 
Josh focuses on researching, developing and implementing 
initiatives consistent with the strategy of Baseball 
Operations, while serving as a resource for staff members 
across the organization to support their development. 


Prior to joining the Guardians, Josh served as a team 
development consultant in both professional baseball and 
college football. He also spent three seasons with the Philadelphia Eagles, functioning 
as the Director of Team Development and Assistant Chief of Staff. Before moving to 
Philadelphia, Josh spent six years with the University of Oregon football program, where 
he focused on recruiting, operations and player development. 


A San Francisco Bay Area native, Josh earned his Business degree from the University 
of Oregon and his master’s degree in Organizational Dynamics from the University of 
Pennsylvania. Josh lives in Rocky River, Ohio with his wife, Holly, and sons, Torrey and 
Benjamin. 


BRAD GRANT 

Vice President, Baseball Operations - Strategy & 
Administration 

Brad Grant is the Vice President of Baseball Operations — 
Strategy & Administration for the Cleveland Guardians. In his 
role, Brad assists the Baseball Operations department in all 
initiatives, including the coordination of capital projects and 
strategy in the areas of resource prioritization, allocation and 
baseball facility operations, while also serving as a bridge 
between Baseball and Business Operations. 


A 34-year veteran with the Guardians, Brad spent 2007-2017 as the Director of Amateur 
Scouting where he managed all elements of Cleveland’s selection process during the MLB 
Drafts. Brad continues to assist in the club’s scouting and player acquisition areas. 


Brad resides in Rocky River, Ohio with his wife, Kate. They have a daughter, Margaret, and a son, 
will. 


JAY HENNESSEY 

Vice President, Baseball Learning & Development 

Jay Hennessey is entering his seventh season with the 
Cleveland Guardians as Vice President of Learning and 
Development for Baseball Operations. In this role, Jay serves 
as aresource for leaders at all levels to continuously improve 
through leadership development and learning management 
initiatives. 


Prior to joining the Guardians, Jay served 25 years in 

the United States Navy. He finished his career serving as 
Commodore of the Naval Special Warfare Center in Coronado, CA, overseeing the selection, 
training and qualification for Navy SEALS and Special Warfare 


A Connecticut native, Jay earned an undergraduate degree from Villanova University and 
graduate degrees from both San Diego State University and the U.S. Naval War College. 


Jay and his wife, Jessica, reside in Westlake, Ohio with their four children. 


WILL LANDESS 

VP, BASEBALL OPERATIONS - SYSTEMS 

Will Landess begins his seventh season with the Guardians 
in 2024 and first as Vice President of Baseball Operations 

- Systems. Will spent two seasons as Director of Baseball 
Operations — Systems from 2022-2023 and two seasons as 
Assistant Director of Baseball Development from 2020-2021 
after working as a Baseball Operations intern during the 2016- 
2017 campaigns. In his present capacity, Landess helps lead 
the club’s Baseball Systems staff while continuing to provide 
broad support throughout Baseball Operations in areas such 
as player acquisitions, player analysis and salary arbitration. 


Prior to joining the Guardians, Will spent parts of six years with Bain & Company in various 
consulting capacities, in addition to completing an externship with Major League Baseball's 
Labor Relations Department in 2015. 
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Will grew up in Dallas, Texas and earned his Bachelor of Commerce from the University of 
Virginia in 2012 before completing his MBA at Northwestern University’s Kellogg School of 
Management in 2017. He currently resides in Bay Village, Ohio with his wife, Leigh, his son, 
Willy, and his daughter, Mu. 


ALEX MERBERG 

Vice President, Baseball Operations - Development 

Alex Merberg begins his 10th season with the Guardians and 
third as Vice President of Baseball Operations - Development. 
Alex began his tenure with the club in 2015 as a Baseball 
Operations & Analytics intern and progressed into a full-time role 
in Baseball Operations in 2016. 


In his current role, Merberg joins Sam Giller and Will Landess 

in leading the internal Baseball Operations group. Alex leads 

a cross-functional Development and Analysis team, geared 
towards providing evidence-based coaching support and 
resources, player assessments and ad-hoc analysis throughout all facets of the organization. 
Alex collaborates with teammates across R&D and Baseball Systems to drive innovation across 
the organization’s Research and 

Product teams. In addition, he supports Major League Operations, in particular overseeing the 
Advance Scouting process. 


Alex graduated in 2015 from Tufts University, from which he earned a degree in Economics. He 
is from Weston, Connecticut, and resides in downtown Cleveland. 


KEVIN TENENBAUM 

Vice President, Research & Development 

Kevin Tenenbaum enters his seventh season with the Cleveland 
Guardians and first since being elevated to Vice President of 
Research & Development after previously serving as Director 
from 2022-2023. 


In his present role, Kevin leads the Baseball Research & 
Development group in its efforts to advance knowledge of the 
game through quantitative data analysis. 


After growing up outside Washington D.C., Tenenbaum received 
a bachelor’s degree in Mathematical Sciences from Middlebury (VT) College. He spent three 
seasons with the Baltimore Orioles before joining the Guardians, and he has published his 
work in the Hardball Times Baseball Annual and presented research at the SABR Analytics 
Conference. Kevin resides in Cleveland. 


TERRY FRANCONA 

Special Advisor To Baseball Operations 

Entering his 45th year in professional baseball, Terry “Tito” 
Francona begins his 12th consecutive season with the Cleveland 
Guardians, his first since transitioning to a Special Advisor role. 
Tito was named the 42nd manager in Cleveland history on Oct. 8, 
2012 and went on to become the franchise’s all-time winningest 
skipper across a club-record 11 seasons from 2013-23, guiding 
his teams to the AL’s second-best record (.549, 921-757) 
across that span - third-best in MLB overall. The three-time 

AL Manager of the Year (2013, 2016, 2022) kept his club in 
Postseason contention for all but 27 regular season games 
during his 11-year tenure (just 8G thru ‘20), an era of Cleveland baseball highlighted by four 
A.L. Central titles (2016-18, 2022) and six Postseason appearances, including the 2016 World 
Series. 


Francona previously managed the Boston Red Sox from 2004-11, leading the club to five 
Postseason appearances, six seasons of 90+ victories and a pair of World Series titles (2004, 
2007); Boston’s ‘04 title ended the club’s 86-year drought, while his 744 wins (.574, 744-552) 
remain second-most in franchise history. He got his managerial start with Philadelphia from 
1997-2000, raising the Phillies win total in first three of four seasons. Francona (.538, 1950- 
1672) currently ranks 13th all-time for most managerial wins in MLB history. 


Tito played professionally for 11 years (1980-90) after getting selected by Montreal in the first 
round of the 1980 amateur draft, spending parts of 10 seasons in MLB as a 1B/OF. 


Francona resides in Tucson, where he attended the University of Arizona and played three 
seasons with the Wildcats (1978-80), winning the 1980 Golden Spikes Award, given annually 
to the nation’s top amateur player. He has four adult children: Nicholas (7/11/85), Alyssa 
(4/7/87), Leah (1/27/90) and Jamie (11/24/93). His father, Tito, had a 15-year career in the 
Majors, spending 1959-64 with Cleveland. 
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BUSINESS OPERATIONS 


ALEX KING NEIL WEISS BOB DIBIASIO RICH DORFFER SARA LEHRKE 
Executive Vice President, Executive Vice President, Senior Vice President, Senior Vice President, Senior Vice President, 
Marketing & Brand Chief Information Officer/ Public Affairs Finance & Chief Human Resources & 
Strategy Ballpark Operations Financial Officer Chief Diversity Officer 


TIM SALCER KURT SCHLOSS NICOLE SCHMIDT JOE ZNIDARSIC TED BAUGH 

Senior Vice President, Senior Vice President, Senior Vice President, Senior Vice President, Vice President, 

Sales & Service Concessions Organizational Strategy Legal/Strategic Planning Corporate Partnerships 
& Analytics & Premium Hospitality 


ERICA CHAMBERS CHRISTY CORFIAS CURTIS DANBURG JIM FOLK MAX KOSMAN 
Vice President, Finance Vice President, Vice President, Vice President, Vice President, 
Business Strategy & Communications & Ballpark Improvements General Counsel 


Analytics Community Impact 


JASON WIEDEMANN MATT GRIMES 
Vice President, Head of Diversity, Equity 
Brand & Inclusion 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE 


ERICA CHAMBERS - Vice President, Finance 

CHRISTY CORFIAS - Vice President, Business Strategy & Analytics 
ALEX ECKELMAN - V ice President, Hitting 

MAX KOSMAN - Vice President, General Counsel 

WILL LANDESS - Vice President, Baseball Operations - Systems 
ALEX MERBERG - Vice President, Baseball Operations - Development 
KEVIN TENENBAUM - Vice President, Baseball Research & Development 
JASON WIEDEMANN - Vice President, Brand 

MATT GRIMES - Head of Diversity, Equity & Inclusion 

KIM SCOTT - Executive Assistant, Business Operations 

DANA LUCI - Executive Assistant, Ownership 


BASEBALL OPERATIONS 


SAM GILLER - Director, Baseball Operations - Technology 

DR. JONATHAN FREESTON - Director, Sport Science 

DR. LINDSAY SHAW - Director, Sport Psychology 

DR. CHARLES MAHER - Senior Advisor to the President & GM, Sport & Performance 
Psychology 

COLE FUTTERMAN - Assistant Director, Baseball Operations 

WILL HUNTINGTON - Assistant Director, Baseball Operations 

BRIAN MILES - Major League Mental Performance Coach 

SEAN SWALLEN - Minor League Mental Performance Coach 

EMMA LEGAULT-Laroche - Analyst, Baseball Operations 

ZACH MORTON - Analyst, Baseball Operations 

CHRIS SMITH - Analyst, Player Acquisitions & Development - Hitting 
JOSH-MORRISON - Analyst, Sport Science 

RYAN FAER - Analyst, Sport Science 

LUCAS VAN DYKE - Consultant, Sport Science 

AGUSTIN RIVERO - Major League Staff Assistant/Spanish Interpreter 


SCOUTING 


RICHARD CONWAY - Director, International Scouting 
CHRIS GALE - Director, Player Evaluations 

CLINT LONGENECKER - Director, Player Acquisitions 
ETHAN PURSER - Director, Amateur Scouting 

PETER LOIZZO - Assistant Director, Amateur Scouting 
MATT CZECHANSKI - Assistant, Amateur Scouting 
CHRIS MOSCH - Assistant, International Scouting 
DAVID COMPTON - Coordinator, Amateur Scouting 
JONATHAN HEUERMAN - Coordinator, Amateur Scouting 
ANDREW KRAUSE - Coordinator, Amateur Scouting 
JUNIE MELENDEZ - Coordinator, International Scouting 


STRATEGY & ADMINISTRATION 


WENDY HOPPEL - Director, Baseball Administration 
JARED JONES - Director, Team Travel & Logistics 
PAUL MOVIEL - Manager, Protective Services 
MARLENE LEHKY - Executive Administrative Assistant 
MIKE SEGHI - Sr. Advisor, Team Logistics 


RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT 


KYLE BURRIS - Director, Baseball Research & Development 
REID SHEPPARD - Sr. Director, Software Engineering 

HENRY QIN - Director, Platform Engineering 

KEITH WOOLNER - Principal Data Scientist, Baseball Analytics 
MAX MARCHI - Consultant, Baseball Research & Development 
MATT TAGLIAFERRI - Principal Software Engineer 

MATT PETERS - Staff Data Engineer 

DAVE FAGAN - Staff Software Engineer 

BRANDYN BROSEMER - Senior Platform Engineer 

COREY BRUNSTETTER - Senior Software Engineer 

DEVON KING - Software Engineers 

KATIE SHEA - Software Engineers 

JORDAN WRIGHT - Software Engineers 

VICTORIA YOUNG - Software Engineers 

CADEN RICE - Associate Software Engineer 

DAN ESCHMAN - Data Engineers 

MICHAEL HALVERSON - Data Engineers 

MAX CLOWDUS - Associate Data Engineers 

STEVEN YEE - Associate Data Engineers 

MOIRA PRYHODA - Biomechanics Analyst 


SOMADINA ONYEMELUKWE - Cloud Engineer 

STEVEN REICH PH.D - Data Scientists 

ADAM OTT - Data Scientists 

JAMES VENZOR - Data Scientists 

NEIL GAHART - Data Scientists 

CAMERON GROVE - Data Scientists 

MATT RUSSELL - Data Scientists 

XANDER SCHWARTZ - Data Scientists 

TREVOR MADISON - Fellow, Research & Development 


BASEBALL TECHNOLOGY & VIDEO 


BOB CHESTER - Director, Video Operations 

FRANK VELOTTA - Assistant Director, Video Operations 
ANTHONY D’ELIA - Assistant Director, Baseball Ops - Technology 
GUNNAR WILHEMY - Major League Replay Coordinator 
FRANCISCO FLORES JR. - Coordinator, Baseball Operations - Technology 
ZACH BLOCK - Assistant, BaseballOps - Technology 

LUIS DIAZ - Assistant, Baseball Ops - Technology 

HENRY HARACZ - Assistant, Baseball Ops - Technology 

EDDY ALCANTARA - Assistant, DR Video 

KADE ENDERS - Fellow, Baseball Technology 

NOAH MULLENS - Fellow, Baseball Technology 

CARLOS ORTIZ - Fellow, Baseball Technology 

AMANDA POOR - Fellow, Baseball Technology 

CALEIGH TENNYSON - Fellow, Baseball Technology 


PLAYER DEVELOPMENT 


ANDREW BAHNERT - Director, Physical Development 

ROB CERFOLIO - Director, Player Development 

ALEX DEMOYA - Director, Latin American Player Personnel 

NATE FREIMAN - Director, Hitting Development 

STEPHEN OSTERER - Director, Pitching Development 

ANNA BOLTON - Assistant Director, Player Development - Education 
BEN JOHNSON - Assistant Director, Pitching Development 
ILANA MISHKIN - Assistant Director, Player Development 

JEN WOLF - Assistant Director, Player Development - Life Skills 
NILDA TAFFANELLI - Assistant, Player Development & Scouting 
ISMAEL JANSEN - Manager, International Operations 

RICARDO GARCIA - Assistant Manager, International Operations 
CRISTINA ALMONTE - Administration, Dominican Republic 


SPECIAL ASSISTANTS & ADVISORS 


NEAL HUNTINGTON - Special Assistant to President of Baseball Operations/GM 
STEVE LUBRATICH - Special Assistant to President of Baseball Operations/GM 
DAVE MALPASS - Special Assistant to President of Baseball Operations/GM 
TOM WIEDENBAUER - Special Assistant to President of Baseball Operations/GM 
TRAVIS FRYMAN - Special Assistant to Player Development 

JOHNNY GORYL - Special Assistant to Player Development 

MINNIE MENDOZA - Special Assistant to Player Development 


BALLPARK SERVICES 


JERRY CRABB - Senior Director, Event Services 
JONATHAN WILHAM - Senior Director, Security Services 
NICK FERRARO - Director, Facility Services 

JORDAN WEISS - Director, Construction & Project Management 
BRANDON KOEHNKE - Head Groundskeeper 

ROSALIE MORRISON - Assistant Director, Facility Services 
STEVE WALTERS - Senior Manager, Ballpark Services 
DAVID BONACCI - Manager, Safety, Policy & Training 
ANNA POWELL - Manager, Event Services 

MIKE RICHARDSON - Manager, Event Security 

ALEX DAILEY - Coordinator, Ballpark Services 

DOM MITTIGA - Coordinator, Facility Operations 

TRAVIS BARNHILL - Assistant Groundskeeper 

JOHN DILEO - Assistant Groundskeeper 

ROB BANAGA - Maintenance/Custodial 

GREGORY DARDEN - Maintenance/Custodial 

RYAN EMCH - Maintenance/Custodial 

MIKE HOAGLAND - Maintenance/Custodial 

MOHAMED LAMSETTEF - Maintenance/Custodial 

ROSE PENDLETON - Maintenance/Custodial 

ED PEREZ - Maintenance/Custodial 

HARDY HOWARD - Maintenance/Custodial 
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JAMES COYNE - Security Team Supervisor 
TORI REYNOLDS - Security Team Supervisor 
CELI AYALA - Security Team Supervisor 

SUE LASECKI - Supervisor, Security 

MATT MENSURATI - Supervisor, Security 
MARK MOORE - Supervisor, Security 

TOM SIMMONS - Supervisor, Security 
MATT BURT - Supervisor, Security 

DANIEL RITTGERS - Ballpark Support Staff 
JACOB JACOBY - Ballpark Support Staff 


COMMUNICATIONS 


BART SWAIN - Director, Baseball Information & Player Relations 
COURT BERRY-TRIPP - Director, Communications & Player Relations 
AUSTIN CONTROULIS - Assistant Director, Communications 
JEREMY FEADOR - Coordinator, Communications & Team Historian 
SAM STACK - Coordinator, Communications & Baseball Information 
EMMA MOLONEY - Coordinator, Communications & Digital Media 
BRIAN HAVRILLA - Content Creation Specialist 

JALA NORMAN - Minor League Content Creation Specialist 

TOM HAMILTON - Play-by-Play Announcer 

JIM ROSENHAUS - Play-by-Play Announcer 


COMMUNITY IMPACT 


PENNY FORSTER - Director, Community Impact 

REBECCA KODYSH - Executive Director, Cleveland Guardians Charities 

RAPHAEL COLLINS - Assistant Director, Community Impact & Diversity Initiatives 
MEGAN GANSER - Manager, Player Engagement & Family Relations 

NATE JANOSO - Manager, Alumni Relations 

ELENA VELEZ - Coordinator, Player Engagement & Community Impact 
Communications 

TERRENCE ECHOLS - Coordinator, Community Impact 


CONSUMER RESEARCH & INSIGHTS 


Dave Zuidema - Director, Consumer Research & Insights 
Katie Hellmann - Senior Analyst, Consumer Research & Insights 
Nicole Studzenski - Analyst, Consumer Research & Insights 


CORPORATE PARTNERSHIPS & PREMIUM HOSPITALITY 


KEVIN MURPHY - Senior Director, Corporate Partnerships & Premium Hospitality 
WINCY WONG - Director, Corporate Partnerships & Premium Hospitality 

JULIE WEAVER - Assistant Director, Corporate Partnerships & Premium Hospitality 
Sales 

KRISTIE PRENDERGAST - Senior Manager, Partnership Activation 

JON JANOVIAK - Manager, Corporate Partnerships & Premium Hospitality 
PATRICK DIBIASIO - Account Manager, Corporate Partnerships & Premium 
Hospitality 

JENNICA JONOVICH - Account Executive, Corporate Partnerships & Premium 
Hospitality 

BRYNN MORGAN - Account Executive, Corporate Partnerships & Premium Hospitality 
RYAN HOVANEC - Coordinator, Partnership Activation 

RACHAEL MONTANARI - Coordinator, Partnership Activation 

KIMBERLY GORDON - Senior Representative, Partnership Activation 

GRAHAM JOHNSTON - Senior Representative, Partnership Activation 

WIL INTIHAR - Representative, Partnership Activation 

NOLAN WOOLLEY - Representative, Partnership Activation 

MICHELLE ARENDAS - Representative, Partnership Activation 

KYLER BLASING - Specialist, Corporate Partnerships & Premium Hospitality 

JOE MEYER - Specialist, Corporate Partnerships & Premium Hospitality 


DIGITAL EXPERIENCE 


CHRIS HART - Director, Digital Experience 
OLIVIA LAVELLE - Manager, Digital Experience 
NIKKI BLOCK - Manager, Digital Experience Programs 


FINANCE 


MARY FORKAPA - Assistant Director, Payroll & Payables Accounting 
SUE YATES - Manager, Accounting 

FREDY FEGHALI - Manager, Financial Planning, Analysis & Reporting 
SAM REED - Manager, Revenue Accounting 

KIM HAIST - Senior Accountant 

GREGORY HUBAY - Senior Accountant, Payroll 


AMY RICHARDS - Senior Accountant 

NICOLE ROTH - Senior Accountant 

FRANCINE SOMMERS - Coordinator, Risk & Travel Management 
REGINA SIMMONS - Payroll Administrator 

DONNA STASIOWSKI - Administrator, Workers Compensation 
CADEN MORELLO - Analyst, Finance 

TYLER GOEBEL - Analyst, Finance 

TANNER GUNTER - Finance, Accounts Payable Administrator 


GOODYEAR, AZ OPERATIONS 


AMIRO SANTANA - Arizona Facility Manager 

MADELINE CRAFT - Assistant Manager, Arizona Complex 
FLETCHER WILKES - Manager, Home Clubhouse 

MIGUEL SOLIS - Nutrition Coordinator 


HUMAN RESOURCES 


JENNIFER GIBSON - Senior Director, Human Resources Operations 
MAILYNH VU NGUYEN - Director, Talent Acquisition 

NATE DAYMUT - Assistant Director, Organizational Development 
ANDREA JIROUSEK - Manager, Benefits & Wellness Programs 
COLLEEN LYNCH - Manager, Talent Acquisition 

HAJNAL EPPLEY - Coordinator, Learning & Development 

BRIANNA BROWN - HR Generalist 

KYLE BRIGHTON - Coordinator, Talent Acquisition 

KELCI WILLIAMS-Amponsah - HR Business Partner, Talent Acquisition 
DANIELLE DUBIN - Recruiter, Human Resources 


INFORMATION SYSTEMS 


WHITNEY KUSZMAUL - Senior Director, Information Systems 
PLAMEN KOUZOV - Director, Business Systems 

KEVIN DEAN - Assistant Director, End User Support 

JAYSON SAUL - Manager, Network Operations 

AL FISHER - Senior Network Support Analyst 

JEFF COYLE - Network Support Analyst 

NICK KOROS! - Cloud & Security Architect 

SOM ONYEMELUKWE - Cloud Engineer, Information Systems 
JOAN FORTNEY - Full Stack Developer, Business Systems 
ANDREW HICKERSON - Network Engineer 

DAVID RISCHAR - Network Engineer 

MICHAEL RAMIREZ - AV Engineer 

DYLE BITNER - User Support Specialist 

LOUIS GARCIA - End User Support Specialist 

ANNA MATTHEWS - End User Support Specialist 

MATHEW SMITH - End User Support Specialist 

KYLE WEIKART - Game Day Engineer 

IAN ROY - Software Engineer, Business Systems 

LAUREN JULIANO-SCHMID - Software Developer 


INTERNAL COMMUNICATIONS 
ANNE KEEGAN OSBORNE - Director, Internal Communications 
LIVE EXPERIENCE 


KELLY DREDGE - Director, Live Experience 

NICK GAMBONE - Assistant Director, Creative Production 
MIKE DONELAN - Manager, 3D Animation 

KAYLEE KOLLER - Manager, Video Production 


TRACY NG - Manager, Live Experience 

DAN KILDAY - Mascot Coordinator 

SHAWN RUSSELL - Gameday Director & Content Producer 

TY SCOTT - Animator/Designer, Digital Content 

MURPHY PATTERSON - Coordinator, Live Experience 

ERIC GEBHARDT - Entertainment Team Coordinator, Live Experience 
NICOLE LUCAS - Manager Content Strategy 


MARKETING 


BAILEY WELLS - Director, Marketing 

ANNE MADZELAN - Senior Manager, Advertising & Promotions 
STEVE ASBURY - Manager, Brand Production 

MIKE ZAWISTOWSKI - Lead Marketing Designer 

ASHLEY TRUCHAN - Coordinator, Marketing 
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CLAIRE PUGEL - Coordinator, Marketing Production 
ANNETTE JAMES - Video Producer 
BEN PESKAR - Graphic Designer 


MERCHANDISING 


CAITLYN BURKART - Director, Events 

KRISTEN JUFKO - Director, Merchandising 

ROBERT AVILA - Assistant Director, Merchandise Operations 
BETTE PRENDERGAST - Purchasing Coordinator 

BRIAN TILLINGER - Assistant Director, Retail Operations 
MICHAEL ROHRBACH - Manager, Retail Concessions 
SCOTT LILLY - Manager, Distribution Center 

KATIE LARSEN - Buyer, Merchandise 

MEGHAN MILES - Assistant Manager, Ballpark Retail 
ALEXA SCHOFIELD - Manager, Team Store 

FRANKIE BURNS - Assistant Manager, Team Store 
KAYLEE THOMAS - Assistant Buyer 


STRATEGY & BUSINESS ANALYTICS 


PATRICK FISCHETTI - Director, Business Analytics 
TYE BROWN - Manager, Business Strategy 

BRADY BROWN - Manager, Business Strategy 

URS FISCHER - Manager, Business Intelligence 
MOLLY GIGLIA - Senior Analyst, Data Science 
MCKENNA LINNEN - Analyst, Business Intelligence 
KENNY MILLER - Analyst, Data Science 

ALEX GOULD - Analyst, Brand & Innovation 
MIRANDA BURT - Analyst, Business Strategy 
KATIE PAYNE - Analyst, Business Strategy 

ADAM BENCKO - Analyst, Business Intelligence 
KARNA VENKATRAd - Analyst, Food and Beverage 
IAN LINDSTROM - Analyst, Business Intelligence 


TICKET SALES & SERVICES 


ANGEL JEFFERSON - Senior Director, Service 

JEFF WALLACE - Director, Ticket Sales 

ESTEE HEMPHILL - Director, Service 

COURTNEY FALLON - Assistant Director, Events & Experiences 
JACKIE PLYS - Assistant Director, Ticket Sales 

JEFF STOCKER - Assistant Director, Ticket Sales 

JOHN BOWERS - Manager, Ticket Partnerships 

HANK WINTERS - Manager, Ticket Sales 

ASHLEY MADISON - Manager, Ticket Sales 

BEN BROOKS - Account Executive, Group Sales 

LOGAN WARD - Account Executive, Group Sales 

SAM DREADEN - Account Executive, Ticket Sales 

TJ WITHERS - Account Executive, Ticket Sales 

ELI EHRBAR - Account Executive, Season Tickets 

ALEX GIBBONS - Coordinator, Events & Experiences 
BRENT CARTWRIGHT - Coordinator, Season Service 

JACK RINDERLE - Coordinator, Season Service 

ROSS GENCHI - Coordinator, Service 

JUSTIN PRESUTTI - Coordinator, Service 

SYDNEY ZENGLER - Service Representative, Events & Experiences 
MARK JANKOWSKI- Specialist, Events & Experiences 
BOBBY PAOLONI - Service Representative, Groups 

NOLAN HOPKINS - Service Representative, Groups 

MATT ST. JOHN - Senior Client Service Specialist 

COREY WOLFGANG - Client Service Specialist 

AVERY DIEDRICK - Client Service Specialist 

STEVE SPIDELL - Client Service Specialist 

MICHAEL SMITH - Client Service Specialist 

ALEX RUTTMAN - Client Service Specialist 

GRANT FULGER - Season Service Account Specialist 

TAD BOGIELSKI - Ticket Sales & Service, Fan Services 

ZOE DONLEY - Ticket Sales & Service, Fan Services 
JACKIE WHITT - Ticket Sales & Service, Fan Services 
DESTINY STEVENSON - Ticket Sales & Service, Fan Services 
JAVONA BROWN - Ticket Sales & Service, Fan Services 
SAM SPIEGLE - Ticket Sales & Service, Fan Services 
MICHAEL GALLIPOLI - Ticket Sales & Service, Fan Services 
KARA EVIN - Ticket Sales & Service, Fan Services 


TICKET OPERATIONS 


MATT COPPO - Director, Ticket Operations 
BECKY EMERY - Manager, Ticket Services 
ERIC FRONCZEk - Ticket Office Manager 
PAIGE SELLE - Manager, Ticket Operations 
CATHY PESTA - Ticket Office Processor 

ROB ANTON - Ticket Operations Coordinator 


CLUBHOUSE 


TONY AMATO - Home Clubhouse/Equipment Manager 
WILLIE JENKS - Visiting Clubhouse Manager 
BRANDON BILLER - Assistant Home Clubhouse/Equipment Manager 
JOHN ANDERSON - Home Clubhouse Supervisor 
FRANK MANCINI - Home Clubhouse Supervisor 

SAM HINDES - Home Clubhouse Supervisor 

JACK KELLY - Home Clubhouse Supervisor 

JACK ANGELOFF - Visiting Clubhouse Assistant 
JEREMY SCHRODER - Major League Chef 

ANDREW TREBLE - Major League Chef 

ERICA AURIEMME - Major League Dietitan 

PAYTON SCHROEDER - Major League Kitchen Manager 


MEDICAL STAFF 


MARK SCHICKENDANTZ, M.D. - Head Team Physician 

DR. CHARLES MAHER, PHD - Director, Employee Assistance Program 

RONALD GOLOVAN, M.D. - Head Team Internist & Assistant Director, Employee 
Assistance Program 

JASON GENIN, D.0. - Team Physician 

KV. GOPAL, M.D. - Team Physician 

TOM GRAHAM, M.D. - Team Physician 

KIM STEARNS, M.D. - Team Physician 

THOMAS WATERS, M.D. - Team Physician 


MEDICAL STAFF CONSULTANTS 


BETH MIGNANO, LMT, PA-C - Soft Tissue/Manual Therapist 
ADAM KIMBERLY, DPT - Physical Therapist 

STEPHEN D. COOKE, D.D.S. - Dentist 

PAUL HAZEN, M.D. - Dermatologist 

ALEX ANDRICH, OD, FCOVD - Performance Vision 

GRANT JONES, M.D. - Team Physician (AAA Columbus) 

MIKE JONESCO, D.O. - Team Physician (AAA Columbus) 

BRYANT WALROD, M.D. - Team Physician (AAA Columbus) 
GREGORY CVETANOVICH, M.D. - Team Physician (AAA Columbus) 
NILESH SHAH, M.D. - Team Physician (AA Akron) 

SALVATORE FRANGIAMORE, M.D. - Team Physician (A Lake County) 
MARK ROLFS, D.O. - Team Physician (A Lynchburg) 

MICHAEL ROSE, M.D. - Consulting Physician 

MARK LONQUIST, M.D. - Consulting Physician 

STEVEN D. MASCHKE, M.D. - Consulting Physician 

RICK PARKER, M.D. - Consulting Physician 

JAMES ROSNECK, M.D. - Consulting Physician 

JAMIE STARKEY - Integrative Medicine 

GREG KEMPF, D.C. - Chiropractor 
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It might seem silly to suggest that buildings have a soul. But many architects would argue as 
much, considering the way light and shadow and materials can give an edifice an individuality 
that affects the people in its presence. 
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Though this cannot be confirmed by even the most 
exhaustive of baseball databases, we feel pretty 
comfortable assuming that no one has logged more hours 
at Progressive Field than Folk. 


The Chicago-area native came to work for the Cleveland 
club in June of 1992 after ballpark operations gigs at old 
Comiskey Park and the St. Petersburg, Fla., stadium that 
came to be known as Tropicana Field. 


His assignment with the then-Indians was 
much different. 


“Progressive Field was a hole in the ground when | came 
over,” Folk says. “They had just finished mass excavation, 
scooping out what was ultimately going to be the field, 
20 feet below the street. So | was able to see the first 
concrete being poured, the first piece of steel coming out 
of the ground.” 


In downtown Cleveland in those days, there wasn’t 

much else to witness. In his first couple months as 

a Clevelander, Folk would commute by foot from his 
apartment at Reserve Square on East 12th Street to the 
construction site and to the construction offices on West 
6th Street and see... nobody. 


“At 6 or 7 o'clock on a weeknight, | could walk right down 
the middle of Lakeside or Superior,” he says. “Other than 
the occasional bus, there was nothing going on in town.” 


Those were dreary days for downtown and for the local 
ballclub. The Indians were playing out the string in 
Municipal Stadium, where fans for so long had been 
deprived not only of big-league amenities but playoff 
appearances. Sometimes the poles blocking your view of 
the teams fielded in the 1960s, ‘70s, ‘80s and early ‘90s 
were doing you a favor. 

The new place would change all of that. As its exposed 
steel-and-brick structure sprung from the former site 

of Cleveland’s Central Market, pieces of a different sort 
were beginning to be constructed on the Tribe’s Major 
League roster, with eventual stars like Jim Thome, Albert 
Belle, Kenny Lofton, Carlos Baerga and Sandy Alomar ur. 
beginning to find their footing. 


This was all leading to what Folk and so many others would refer 
to as “lightning in a bottle.” The opening 

of Jacobs Field -- named after then-owner Dick 

Jacobs -- paired perfectly with an Indians team that 

was, at long last, built to win. It also helped usher in a civic 
renaissance in which downtown was once again 

a destination. 


“The stars,” Folk says, “were so perfectly aligned.” 


This became evident the afternoon Jacobs Field was unveiled. 

It was a national broadcast on ESPN. President Bill Clinton was 
in attendance to throw out a ceremonial first pitch. Another 
president -- “El Presidente,” Dennis Martinez -- threw out the 
real first pitch, one of the established stars the Indians were 
beginning to and would continue to bring aboard to support their 
young core. And 41,459 were in attendance to take in not only a 
game but this breathtaking jewel of a facility. 


From the moment Wayne Kirby swatted a game-winning, 11th- 
inning single to cap a comeback win over the Mariners on that 
awesome Opening Day, it was clear the sparkling new park had 
acertain magic to it. The following year, a juggernaut Indians 
team logged 27 wins in its last at-bat in the building, part of a 
54-18 showing at home that stands as one of the best single- 
season home winning percentages (.750) of all-time. 


Where once Cleveland was a dreary destination for opponents 
only because of the cold, cavernous confines of Municipal 
Stadium, now the guys in road gray had fervent fans on top of 
them and a lethal lineup to contend with. 


“Wow, that was a tough spot to win,” says longtime Major 
League manager Joe Maddon, who was a coach on the Angels’ 
staff in the 1990s. “They would come back all the time, they had 
a bunch of horses, and they sold out all the time.” 

In the first four years of its life, Jacobs Field hosted two World 
Series -- or as many as Municipal Stadium hosted from 1932 to 
1993. For a then-record 455 consecutive home dates from June 
12,1995 to April 4, 2001, every single ticket was taken. 


As the years evolved, other teams would open their own 
retro-modern ballparks and hope for that same perfect storm 
of success and sell-outs. But it’s a formula that is difficult 

to repeat, in part because of the sheer starkness of the 
improvement. 


It can’t be overstated. The Indians went from a multipurpose 
sports facility, once shared with the NFL’s Browns, where 
groundskeepers would paint the grass green in order to conceal 
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cleat markings and football lines. The playing surface 
had literally been built over a landfill. At its cleanest, the 
building was still dirty. Even in summer, it felt cold. 


Contrast that with “The Jake,” an urban baseball palace. 
As legendary Cleveland broadcaster Tom Hamilton would 
say, the move from Municipal to Jacobs was “like going 
from the outhouse to the penthouse.” Rather than closed- 
off confines, the HOK Sport-designed facility opened 
beautifully to showcase the Cleveland skyline. Rather than 
adrab and dated exterior, the limestone, brick masonry, 
green granite accents and exposed structural steel were 
inviting. The state-of-the-art scoreboard was, at the time, 
the largest in MLB. The 19-foot left-field wall brought 
distinctness to the dimensions. The Terrace Club was like a 
country club built into a ballpark, with an air of exclusivity 
and gorgeous views. And setting the field below street level 
created an air of intimacy. 

“There was so much good that went into it,” Folk says. “You 
had the foresight of the architect, Joe Spear of HOK, who 
spent weeks or months before even picking up a pencil to 
get to know the fabric of the community. So those light 
towers that people call ‘toothbrushes’ are designed to look 
like smokestacks, the curving steel looks like the bridges 
across the Cuyahoga River, and the exposed brick and steel 
demonstrate industrial Cleveland.” 


Jacobs Field opened the same year as neighboring Gund 
Arena as part of the Gateway Sports and Entertainment 
Complex, which reinvigorated downtown Cleveland and 
led to the rehabbing of the now-popular East Fourth Street 
pedestrian zone. 


The new ballpark took on a soul of its own. When Folk 
would convene the ballpark operations staff — a group 
that would number upwards of 2,000 employees on game 
days -- prior to each homestand in those days, he would 
remind them what was at stake. 


“Every day,” he remembers telling them, “pick a time 
before the gates open, wherever you are, stop and just 
look around and soak it in. Because this is a magical time 
that we’re all participating in. The whole concept of what 
happens on the field, we can’t control. But we can make a 
difference in how the fan experience goes.” 


The demand from fans was a blessing and... a challenge. 


“In those first five years,” says Folk, “we had about 15 
years’ worth of attendance.” 


That means the seats get used more, the toilets get used 
more, the concessions get used more. Thankfully, Folk 
and his crew were granted the resources they needed by 
Jacobs -- and, eventually, Larry Dolan, who purchased 
the team in 2000 and sold the ballpark’s naming rights 
to Progressive Insurance in 2008 -- to keep up with this 
demand, to ensure the building did not become run down 
prematurely. For instance, the original air conditioning 
system, which, in Folk’s estimation, “should have died in 
2015, at the latest,” was still in use as late as 2023. 


“THE BONES,” FOLK SAYS OF THE BUILDING, 
“ARE REALLY GOOD.” 


But even buildings with good bones need a makeover 
every so often. And Progressive Field is now in the midst 
of an especially ambitious one. 


PROGRESSIVE 
FIELD’S FUTURE 


As a Boston native, Neil Weiss is all too familiar with how 
heated the discussion about a ballpark’s future can be. 
Back in 1999, the Red Sox announced projections that 
Fenway Park had less than 15 years of usable life remaining. 
The team unveiled a plan to demolish the majority of the 
iconic ballpark and build a modernized $665 million replica 
down the street. 


Fans howled. A “Save Fenway Park!” coalition was formed. 
The opposition group held rallies twice a week outside 

the entrance to the ballpark, lobbied politicians and sent 
literature to reporters. It was able to raise enough money 
to fund a design symposium featuring a team of national 
experts in ballpark architecture, historic preservation and 
structural engineering that came to the conclusion that, 
yes, Fenway Park could be saved. 


And it was saved. Over the course of a 10-year, $285 
million renovation project, Fenway was brought to modern 
standards while still preserving its historic soul. 


So Weiss, the Guardians’ chief information officer 

and executive vice president of civic relations, was 
thinking about Fenway in 2018, when he and other team 
employees began thinking about what the future of 
Progressive Field might be. He saw Fenway as a model, 
of sorts. 


“Fenway Park was a special place for me, and | 
understand the concept of not tearing down something 
people love,” Weiss says. “To me, the concept of starting 
over didn’t make any sense. It didn’t seem to have legs. 

| would get it if there was a structural reason to tear it 
down, but [the ballpark operations staff has] taken very 
good care of the ballpark.” 


Still, as the expiration of the ballpark’s lease agreement 
loomed in 2023, it had become clear that improvements to 
Progressive Field were in order. The way fans engage with 
baseball -- and, in turn, the way the ballpark functions as a 
workspace -- had changed considerably since the 1990s. 
Primarily, the private suites that had once served as major 
revenue-drivers had withered in popularity. And more 

and more, fans had gravitated toward shared spaces as 
opposed to their individual seats. 


A series of renovations to Progressive Field in 2014-15 
had been the team’s first foray into this idea. The area 
near the right-field gate was dramatically reconfigured 
to contain open space and views of the surrounding 
neighborhood. A two-story bar known as “The Corner” 
instantly became packed with imbibing adults, while 
the two-story Kids Clubhouse became a draw for 
energetic little ones. The concessions were upgraded 
with Cleveland-based eateries, a new club area opened 
behind home plate, seating was removed in the upper 
deck, and the beloved ballpark took on a brighter, more 
intimate, more communal existence. 


Those were popular changes... save, of course, for the 
rarely utilized, so-called “shipping containers” that 
took up residence in the right field upper deck for group 
gatherings. 


But those renovations still left a lot of the facility 
untouched. The upper deck experience was not upgraded. 
The Terrace Club -- once seen as a posh place to be 

-- had become a ghost town, a waste of space. The 

player facilities in the bowels of the building -- the hitting 
cages, workout room, clubhouse, etc. -- were no longer 

on par with major college programs, let alone big-league 
expectations. Rather than a formal setting within the 
ballpark, group outings convened under a tent on the 
driveway on the building’s south side. And the employee 
offices had become cramped with the influx of employees 
necessitated by the ever-evolving baseball industry. 


“We started to think about how we make it the best 
experience for our fans, for our players and coaches and 
for our internal teammates,” Weiss says. “We looked at 
how to balance all those things.” 


The team partnered with a design firm named NBBu to 
draft a “Ballpark of the Future” master plan, proposing 
an open, transparent fan experience connecting the 
ballpark to the city and accommodating changes in 
technology and the game itself. Christy Corfias, the 
club’s vice president of business strategy and analytics, 
took on the role of internal design executive, surveying 
folks in all areas of the organization about what they 
would want and what fans would want in a renovation. 
And of course, the fans themselves were surveyed, too. 


When a lease extension agreement with the City of 
Cleveland and Cuyahoga County was finalized in early 
2022, it was time to firm up the design element. 

“One of the things we demanded is it has to look like it 
belongs,” Folk says. “We need to respect Joe Spear’s 
original design theory. It can’t look like someone just 
started bolting pieces onto it. It can’t look like the 
Herkimer Battle Jitney [from the movie “Mystery Men”]. 
It had to look like a modern version of the original idea.” 


Furthermore, the Guardians didn’t want any retreads. 


“When you look at renovations or new builds [for 
ballparks], everybody goes to the same one or two 
companies that are qualified and capable,” Weiss says. 
“But we didn’t want to repeat what they did somewhere 
else. We didn’t want someone to say, ‘This is what we 
just did at Globe Life Field or Truist Park” We wanted 
someone who would learn what Cleveland is and apply 
their design intent to us.” 


The Kansas City-based Manica Architecture firm 
was a dark horse in the process but asserted itself 
in an interview by promising to make the Guardians 
“uncomfortable” (in a good way) with its ideas. 


Shitty yeas ago, 


WITH THIS BALLPARK. 
NOW, IT'S TIME 


al over again. 


“They didn’t seem like rinsing and repeating old stuff,” 
Weiss says. “They wanted to learn from us.” 


For both the design and construction of the renovation, 
it was important to the Guardians to pair national firms 
with local ones and to include diverse perspectives. And 
so while Manica served as lead design architect on the 
project, Ohio-based Moody Nolan (the largest African- 
American architecture firm in the U.S.) was chosen 

as architect of record, Cleveland-based Van Auken 
Akins (the largest female-owned architecture firm in 
Ohio) was chosen as interior support architect and 
Cleveland-based Robert P. Madison, Inc., was chosen as 
construction support architect. 

On the construction side, Folk sent an e-mail to 17 
different local firms with requests for qualifications. 


“Everybody was copied, so every firm knew what all the 
other firms were,” Folk says. “I told them, ‘The national 
firm we use isn’t going to get the job without a local 
partnership.’ The local firms don’t have the capacity 
individually, but | wanted them to see the other firms in 
the running and create a team of sorts.” 


Minneapolis-based Mortenson, which had built Truist 
Park and completed renovations at Coors Field in 
Colorado and Target Field in Minnesota, was chosen 

as construction manager at risk, with local firms 
Independence Construction and the AKA Team assisting 
with construction management services. 


“We did a project labor agreement with the Cleveland 
Building and Construction Trades Council,” says Folk, “to 
make sure we’ve got the best possible labor force, people 
who know how to put it all together.” 


Jacobs/Progressive Field was so well-built that partially 
rebuilding it is a tall order. For instance, the clubhouse 
sits just above the water table, adding tremendous 
complexity to the renovation process. 

But as the first half of the renovation project neared 
completion in the 2023-24 offseason, the Guardians 
were thrilled with how things were coming along. 


“People are going to see our renovations this year and 
next year and still feel like they’re at Progressive Field 
but better and different,” Weiss says. “They’re not going 
to goin and say, ‘This feels like a totally different place’ 
They’re going to say, ‘This feels like the same place but 


wy 


cooler. 


So... what’s new? And what’s coming? Here’s what this 
reimagination entails: 


Aside from the reduction of seating with the installation 
of those shipping containers, the ballpark’s upper deck 
has never been renovated. That all changes with the 2024 
unveiling of two new “districts,” in right and left field. 


Terrace District (left field): This open-air space 
allows for improved sight lines of the city. The Terrace 
Garden (opening 2024) is a rooftop patio with space for 
fans to congregate near and easy-to-access bar and food 
and beverage stand. The Terrace Hall (opening 2025) 
will be a social beer hall with a distinctly Cleveland vibe 
and a wide selection of craft brews. 


Pennant District (right field): Bye bye, shipping 
containers and hello, open-air, group outing area, capable 
of hosting one large group (up to 1,200 people) or being 
divided into three smaller spaces for more intimate 
events. This area features panoramic views of the ballpark 
and downtown, a buffet with non-alcoholic beverages 
included and high-top tables and seating. 


Once the project is complete, there will be two 
dramatically improved special access areas. 


North Coast Social Loges & Club: opening 
2025): This will be the replacement for the Terrace Club. 
The glass will give way to semi-private, open-air loges 
overlooking left field and ideal for small groups. These 
fans will have access to a climate-controlled indoor 
lounge with all-inclusive food, beer, wine and non- 
alcoholic beverages. 


“There will be a level of energy [from the loges],” Weiss 
says. “With the glass, you can’t hear or see anybody. 
There should be good excitement and buzz generating 
from there now.” 


Carnegie Club & Lounges 

(opening 2025): The Dugout Suites area will be 
dramatically improved with this new members-only 

area behind home plate that will feature a premium bar, 
elevated menu and convenient grab-and-go beverages 
that allow fans to enjoy a meal in an upscale indoor 
environment or easily get back to their seats to watch the 
game. The six private lounges allow small groups of up to 
12 guests to enjoy an exclusive experience. 


Whereas the 2014-15 renovations were entirely oriented 
around the fan experience, this time the players are in on 
the action. 


“Our baseball operations team has done a lot with a 

little for a very long time,” Weiss says. “I would challenge 
you to find a power five school that has worse facilities for 
a baseball team than ours. | visited 40 different 

high-end Division | facilities that were all better than 
ours. We had to provide a better work environment for our 
players and staff.” 

And so, in advance of the 2025 season, the home and 
visiting clubhouses will both be fully renovated. This will 
include expanded strength and conditioning and athletic 
training areas, improved kitchen facilities and more 
robust technological support for players. 


The expansion of the home side will lead to the visiting 
clubhouse being pushed further down the right-field line. 
(The Guardians considered moving the home dugout 

to the first-base side of the field in one iteration of the 
project but ultimately decided to keep it where it’s been 
throughout the ballpark’s history.) 


Construction on a new kitchen and commissary building 
on E. 9th Street actually began before the 2023 

season had even ended. This new structure, which 
opened in 2024, allows for the service-level clubhouse 


expansion and improves workflow for the Guardians’ 
concessionaires while also providing storage facilities for 
the ballpark. The rooftop of the building connects to the 
upper concourse to serve the Pennant District area. 


The Guardians’ front office building is also being fully 
renovated for the first time in its existence, with a fifth floor 
added to the original four-level structure. This renovation, 
to be completed next year, reflects the overall expansion of 
the workforce. 


“When we moved in, we were probably at 60% capacity,” 
Folk says of the front office. “Now, 

we've had people sharing offices. We were literally on top 
of one another. So we’re adding about 10,000 square feet 
and changing the way the 


whole thing functions.” 


Last but not least, the hunter green seats that we’ve been 
plopping down in for the last 30 years are getting replaced 
by new seats with a navy blue hue. The new seats are 
being installed in stages. 


When the entire renovation is complete in 2025, 
Progressive Field will have a new style but the same soul. 
Folk will never forget what it felt like when this ballpark 
opened in 1994. 


“The awe that you saw in people when they came in,” he 
says, “was unlike anything Cleveland had seen before.” 


Soon we'll see it again. 
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On what would have been his eee hPeen, 
100th birthday, Larry Doby finally .° . . 
got his due. .° 


Doby, the oft-overlooked baseball p 
pioneer who integrated the 
American League with the 1947 
Cleveland Indians and served 
his country during World War Il, 
was posthumously honored with 
the Congressional Gold Medal 

in a ceremony Wednesday at 
the National Statuary Hall at 
the U.S. Capitol. His son, Larry 
Doby Jr., who accepted the newly . 
minted gold coin on his behalf, ; 
described the experience as e 
“overwhelming.” ‘“ 


“This means the world to 

my family,” Doby Ur. told the 
assembled crowd of family, 
friends and politicians. “He’s 
normally recognized only for what 
he did on the field, but this kind \ 
of says he was a pretty good guy 
off the field. He helped advance 
his country, and he would be 
extremely proud and humbled by 
this honor.” 
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Commissioner Rob Manfred 
released a statement celebrating 
the ceremony, calling it a “proud 
day” for MLB. 


“Larry Doby will forever be 
remembered as a pioneer who 
demonstrated great character 
and courage throughout his life,” 
Manfred said. “His legacy as a 
trailblazing player and manager 
endures to this day, and he will 
always remain one of the great 
heroes that our national pastime 
and nation have ever known.” 


In Cleveland, where Doby played 
10 of his 13 American League 
seasons and twice led the league 
in home runs, the Guardians will 
celebrate the ceremony this week 
with billboards depicting the 
image of the gold coin. 


Doby, who passed away in 2008, 
had to wait 39 years after his 
playing career ended before he 
was rightly inducted into the 
National Baseball Hall of Fame in 
1998. And his family members, 
including Doby Jr. and his sisters 
Christina, Leslie, Kim and Susan, 
had to wait quite a while for 

the official presentation of the 
country’s highest civilian honor. 


Rep. Bill Pascrell (D-NJ), who 
hails from Paterson, N.J., where 
Doby attended high school, first 
sponsored a bill to award Doby 
the medal in 2016. The bill passed 
in December 2018, and various 
issues related to the COVID-19 
pandemic and the design of the 
coin delayed the ceremony. 


But this centennial celebration 
was a fine and fitting tribute 
to aman described by Pascrell 
as “a leader, a role model and 
a paradigm for the American 
dream.” 
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“The abuse Larry endured would 
have destroyed most people,” 
Pascrell said. “Unspeakable 
racism, countless threats. And 
all the time I’ve known him, Larry 
Doby never said a negative word 
about this. Even some of his own 
teammates shunned him. Larry 
Doby endured because of his 
unshakable courage, because of 
his incredible character.” 


One teammate who did not shun 
Doby was Steve Gromek, who 

is represented on the backside 

of the gold medal in a rendering 
of the famous photo of the two 
players hugging and smiling in the 
victorious Cleveland clubhouse 
after Game 4 of the 1948 World 
Series against the Boston Braves, 
when Gromek earned the victory 
on the mound and Doby became 
the first Black player to hit a 
home run in the Fall Classic 


Recognizing the importance of 
that photo to their father, the 
Doby family chose to include it on 
the medal, along with the words, 


“We are stronger together as a team, 
as anation, as a world.” 


“My father was far from perfect,” 
Doby Jr. said. “But one thing he was 
perfect at, he never mentioned the 
names of the guys who were the bad 
guys. To this day, | don’t know who 
they were. The names | heard in my 
house were the ones who looked out 
for him, who made this day possible.” 


Doby Jr. specifically cited and 
thanked the late Gromek, Joe 
Gordon, Jim Hegan and Bob Lemon. 


“Those guys accepted him,” Doby ur. 
said, “and they were lifelong friends.” 


Pascrell, New Jersey Sen. 

Cory Booker, House Speaker Mike 
Johnson, Senate Republican Leader 
Mitch McConnell, Rep. James 
Clyburn and Sen. Sherrod Brown all 
gave remarks about Doby’s legacy 
during the ceremony, with Pascrell 
and Clyburn, who represents Doby’s 
native South Carolina, both playfully 
claiming Doby as their native son. 
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Clyburn was quick to remind 
the audience that while Doby 

is associated with New Jersey 
(as evidenced by the U.S. Army 
Brass Quintet performing Frank 
Sinatra’s “Fly Me to the Moon” 
at the ceremony), he was born 
and spent his first 15 years in 
Camden, S.C. 


“l’ve got to believe,” Clyburn 
said with asmile, “that all of the 
fundamentals were in place by 
the time he left Camden.” 


Having attended Mather 
Academy, the same Camden 
school Doby once attended, 
Clyburn could testify to Doby’s 
importance to the Black 
community. 


“We had so much pride knowing 
that one of us had made it,” 
Clyburn said. 


e 
Though Doby followed in Jackie r 
Robinson’s footsteps by reaching 
the Major Leagues three months 
after Robinson’s debut with the 
Brooklyn Dodgers, Doby was 
the first player to go directly 
from the Negro Leagues to the 
big leagues, and he wound up 
integrating fields in more cities 
than Robinson did, enduring the 
same hatred and poor treatment. 


So much of Doby’s story revolves 
around him not getting the credit 
that Jackie did. But this belated 
ceremony ensured that Doby’s 
name and image are forever 
etched in gold. 


“To me,’ Doby Ur. said, “it says it’s 
not always about what you do on 
the field, it’s about how you affect 
people off the field. The fact that 
they’re honoring my father for 
that contribution is awesome.” 
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VOGT BECOMES 45TH MANAGER 
IN FRANCHISE HISTORY 


By Mandy Bell 


Two full months had gone by, but it still hadn’t sunk in. 


It was a Friday in November when Stephen Vogt was doing anything to 

distract himself from a call that was inevitably going to come by sundown. He 
couldn’t just sit around and wait for the phone to ring without the 

anticipation overtaking him, so he decided to load up his tractor and his trailer 
and head out to his horse barn to do what anyone who is waiting for some of the 
biggest news of their life would do: Shovel horse manure. 


“It was a great way to take my mind off of a day that was sure to be very stressful 
with anticipation of what the decision was going to be,’ Vogt said with a chuckle. 


Vogt knew he was one of the finalists to be the next Guardians manager. Having 
only retired from his playing career at the end of the 2022 season, he’d be the first 
person to jump from player to skipper that quickly since Larry Bowa in 1987 (who 
played in his final MLB game on Oct. 6, 1985). 

It’s rare to get to this threshold this quickly, but with Vogt, there was 

something irresistible. 
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The Guardians were looking to 
replace Terry Francona, one of 
the most acclaimed managers the 
game has ever seen. They knew 
they needed someone who could 
handle that pressure with grace, 
while checking off the three qualities 
the organization was desperately 
searching for: A caring connector, 
a collaborative partner and a self- 
confident leader. 


It seems obvious enough, but a 
manager needs to be able to connect 
with every player in the clubhouse, 
from seasoned veteran to bright- 
eyed rookies. Still in his 30s and 
fresh into retirement, Vogt can 
seamlessly relate to any player who 
walks in the room. 


“I’ve been released, I’ve been traded, 

’ve been the worst player in baseball, 

’ve been one of the best players 

in baseball, I’ve been a prospect, 

’ve been a nobody. You name it,” 

Vogt said. “So no matter who walks 

through the doors of that clubhouse, 
| feel like | know where they’re at.” 
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And when Guardians 
president of baseball 
operations Chris 
Antonetti and general 
manager Mike Chernoff 
made calls to more 
than a dozen 
references on 
Vogt, everyone 
raved about his 
exceptional 
ability to 
bond with 
anyone he 
meets. 


“| love 
people,” 
Vogt said. 

“I took the 
Myers-Briggs 
[personality test], | was 100% 
extrovert. | love talking, | love 
being around people, | get my 
energy from being around people 
and | don’t ever want to change 
who | am. Yeah, it might look a 
little different because | am the 


manager, but | want guys to view 

me as that. I’m not your peer, but we 
are teammates. I’m no better than 
anybody else. That’s something | vow 
to hold true.” 


Vogt checked the “caring connector” 
box. Next, the Guardians needed 

a collaborative partner — one who 
would align on the overarching 
beliefs of the organization, while 
also bringing a fresh prospective. 
Maybe this isn’t something he can 
prove that he has until he gets on the 
field, but he made a convincing pitch 
during hours of Zoom interviews 

and multiple sessions of in-person 
questioning. 


“It’s how do we get everybody to 
believe they belong in the big leagues, 
because once players know they 
belong in the big leagues, that’s when 
they get dangerous and when their 
careers take off,” Vogt said. “That’s 
my job and [what] the job of our 
staff is, to instill that in our guys and 
get them to realize that they belong 
here and how we can just absolutely 
propel their careers.” 

When it comes to being a self- 
confident leader, Vogt made it clear 
they wouldn’t find anyone better 
than him. 


“He’s got a unique blend of self- 
confidence and humility,’ Antonetti 
said. 


That humility allows him to lean on 
those around him. He’s realistic to 
understand that his inexperience will 
be a hurdle for him to overcome in 
this position. So, he made it clear he’s 
ready to rely on a seasoned coaching 
staff to help him be the best he can 
be. 

“(A) He sees the game really well 

and | think he’s equipped to manage 
games,” Chernoff said. “(B) He has 
the leadership skills that he’s been 
building throughout his career, 
whether managing or with players to 
do really well. And (C) We have a great 
veteran staff around him. We have like 
over 150 years of coaching experience 
around with some of our veteran staff 
members that | think can really help 
support him early on in his job.” 
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By the time the Guardians wrapped 
up all of their interviews, there was 
no question that the 39-year-old 
Vogt was the answer. They didn’t 
waste time picking up the phone 

on that Friday in November, ringing 
him before he even made it to his 
horse barn. Antonetti and Chernoff 
asked him to hop ona Zoom call, so 
he pulled off into one of his fields, 
hopped on the call and learned 

that he was the newest Cleveland 
manager. With a smile on his face 
and relief rushing over him, he ended 
the call, threw his truck in drive 
and went about his day, shoveling 
manure. 


“l’ll never forget that day and 
that moment,” Vogt said. “What a 
beautiful, beautiful thing to go do 
right after you find out you’re the 
new manager.” 


Vogt was thrown into the fire. 

He immediately started learning 
everything he could about his new 
team. He was constantly hopping on 
Zoom calls, getting acclimated with 
his coaching staff, helping the front 
office find other instructors to add 
to the team, all while figuring out 
what to plan for heading into Spring 
Training. He had decisions to make, 
opinions to offer and already donned 
his new No. 12 uniform behind 

a podium at Progressive Field’s 
Discount Drug Mart club in front 

of coworkers, family members and 
local media. Vogt had taken his new 
position by storm, and yet, it still felt 
like it wasn’t real. 


It almost reached the level of being 
implausible when he looked at his 
upcoming schedule and realized 

the team would open the season in 
Oakland — where he spent most of 
his time in the Majors, just down the 
road from where he grew up and, 
most memorably, where he ended 
his career with a home run in his final 
at-bat. This was almost too good to 
be true, as his time in baseball was 
about to come full circle. 


Meeting up with Shane Bieber in 
Arizona over lunch didn’t yet make 
it areality. Shooting texts to other 
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players to open communication lines 
with their new manager didn’t do it, 
either. Sitting on the other side of the 
desk during coaching interviews still 
seemed out of place. Roaming around 
meeting rooms at a hotel in Nashville, 
Tenn., during the Winter Meetings 
almost felt like some sort of fever 
dream, considering he had played for 
or worked with nine of the other 29 
Majors sitting beside him. 

It wasn’t until a snow storm blew 
through Cleveland, ushering in sub- 
zero temperatures that it Vogt finally 
felt it. 


Vogt oversaw his team working out 
in front of him for the first time in his 
new role. Most of the active roster 
(and a handful of exciting prospects) 
made their ways to Northeast Ohio 
for Guards Fest, the annual fan fest 
event held at the Convention Center 
just blocks away from Progressive 
Field. As always, those who planned 
to interact with fans during the 
festivities got to town a few days 
early to participate in an early team 
work out before they all report to 
Spring Training a few weeks later. 


They gathered indoors to get some 
light work in. Vogt looked around the 
room and saw Triston McKenzie in 
warm leggings under his shorts, a 
long sleeve shirt, a winter face mask 
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and a beanie on his head, throwing 
off the mound beside Sam Hentges. 
Suddenly, he realized he was the man 
in charge. It was finally hitting him: 
He’s the manager of the Guardians. 


“When | got to the stadium and the 
players were there, it felt like now 
we’re ‘baseball-ing’ finally,” Vogt said. 
“For me, it was [then] where it really 
kind of sank in. It’s one thing when 
you’re on the phone or Zooming or in 
the office, but when there’s baseball 
being done, we’re getting close.” 


Now that it’s sunk in, Vogt is ready to 
prove why he was the right person for 
the job. 
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Guardians, 


SIGNIFICANT OTHERS 


The Guardians Significant Others Association has 
worked hard to become an influential group in the 
Cleveland Community. The significant others are 
committed to assisting local non-profit organizations 
and supporting the missions of many groups dedicated 
to helping women and children as well as finding cures 
for life-threatening diseases. 


With the great support from the Guardians dedicated 
fans, the significant others continue to work hard off the 


™ field and make a difference in the lives of Clevelanders. 


The Significant Others Association works in collaboration with Cleveland 
Guardians Charities to support and coordinate outreach initiatives throughout the 
greater Cleveland community. Through volunteerism and fundraising, the group 
continues to make a difference with past involvement including Providence House, 
Ohio Guidestone and the Cleveland Food Bank. 


To stay updated with the Guardians Significant Others involvement in the community 


and for more information on programs and events, please visit GUARDIANS.com 
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April is Minority Health Month. 
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Entering his first season as the Manager of 
the ClevelandGuardians. Was named the 45th 
Manager in club history on November 6. 


Spent the 2023 season, his first season in the 
coaching ranks, as the Bullpen and Quality Control 
Coach of the Seattle Mariners in 2023. Seattle 
posted the fourth-lowest relief ERA (3.48) in MLB. 


The last time a MLB Manager began a season 

at the helm just two seasons following player 

retirement was Larry Bowa with the 1987 
Padres (credit Sarah Langs). 
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ELEVATOR BRAKING SOLUTIONS 
TO NEW HEIGHTS 


Staying safe in today's world isn't always guaranteed — but when it comes to elevator 
safety around the globe, our goal is to provide braking solutions that won't let you down. 
With a 115 year record of engineering excellence, Hilliard provides exceptional braking 
solutions for elevators, conveyors, cranes and more — designed to ease 
modernization and reduce labor costs. 


MADE IN AMERICA, BUILT FOR THE WORLD 
HilliardBrakeSystems.com 
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STOCK UP FOR GAME DAY 


, WITH A LOCAL FAVORITE 
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Proud supporter from Medina, OH 


—— = 


—a = = 
eure CTITi tthe Lee 


LLL LALLA EAE LEELA REEL EEA CEE 
a a ee ee a ae ee ee eee ee 


HOMETOWN BORN 


RANCHO 


CUCAMONGA, CA 5/21/1999 
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Get the performance and privacy of an Available a 
, i BEST 


Intel® Core™ Ultra processor BUYa 


= Safely boost your ™ Accelerate your m™ Leave the charger 
productivity with a creation with built-in behind with 
dedicated Al engine' Intel® Arc™ graphics? long-lasting battery 

‘Al features may require software purchase, subscription or enablemen' ee mae tfo ae wider, y have specific config ion or compatibility requirements. Details se ia itel.com/Perfor: celndex. 

Results may vary. 7Intel® Arc™ graphics ite ailal ai leons aie t H-series Intel® Core™ Ultré ats systems aie ae see system memory in a dual-channel configuration. OEM enablement nee required; che ck 


with OEM or retailer for system configuration details. © Intel Corpor: oa 
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BARQUISIMETO, VZ 9/04/1998 
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Recognized in Local financial guidance with distinction. 


Cleveland and now Let's talk about your financial goals. 


as a 2023 Forbes , 
Top Next-Gen John J. Grech, AAMS™, Financial Advisor 

: 7774 West 130th Street, Middleburg Heights, OH 44130 
Wealth Advisor 440-887-1024 | john.grech@edwardjones.com 
Best-In-State. edwardjones.com/john-grech 


2023 Forbes Top Next-Gen Wealth Advisors Best-in-State for OH, published August 2023, researc! , data as of March 2023. Compensation provided for using, not obtaining, 
the rating. Edward Jones, Member SIPC. 
EXP 31 DEC 2024 © 2024 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 21080181 
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HOMETOWN BORN 


SAN JUAN 
CAPISTRANO, CA 8/18/1992 
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TRANSFORM (ia wie HS HESUS _- 


WHAT WILL YOU DO WITH YOUR FOUR YEARS? 


WWW.NDCL.ORG * 13000 AUBURN ROAD CHARDON, OHIO 44024 * (440) 279-1088 
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What We Offer 
We At we st Commercial & State 
imsuran 
@ Diversity & Inchision Safe Environment for All 
\ We a Individual, Family, and Couples 
\ Counseli 
\ : inseling Reese 
\ odalities such as EMDR, CBT, DBT, Art 
COUNSELING CENTER : ae 
eee eet & many mores 
Healing, Hope, and Restoration eos ed, Behavioral & many mot 
\ VB . 
\ fm 's 
N or) 
aS  ~<— @ sy y 2 
eo . 
Call, Text or Visit our Site! L : 
44().732.5252 - 23550 Center Ridge Rd. Suite ES 
102 Westlake, OH 44145 mS 
myphxcen ter.com S i 
- 6180 Emerald St. 


North Ridgeville, OH 44039 
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SHOREVIEW, MN 7/18/1996 
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HOFBRAUHAUS (is) CLEVI 


1550 Chester Avenue * 216.62 2 


Cleveland’s Largest 
Brewety + Bierhall! / 


‘ i 
Save $8 with our Bier + Brat Special / 
with proof of game day ticket! 
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NEWBURG, NY 9/22/1995 
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Al OME RUN: 
“FLAVOR! | 


““SCANFOR 
_ EXCLUSIVE DEALS 
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Product appearance and ingredients may vary slightly by market. Limited time only. Valid at participating locations only. 
©2024 Checkers Drive-In Restaurants, Inc. Coca-Cola is a registered trademark of The Coca-Cola Company. 20231211 


LOOK FOR YOUR FAVORITE FAT HEAD’S DRAFT BREWS: 

* Fat Head’s Beer Garden - Section 164/3rd Base (24 taps!) 

° Fat Head's Draft Cart - Section 165/3rd Base 

* Fat Head’s Draft Cart - In front of Corner Bar 

¢ Fat Head’s Neighborhood Stand - Section 111 

¢ Corner Bar 1, 2 & 3 * Home Plate Club - Sec. 153 * DDM Club 


ENJOY CANS OF BUMBLE BERRY & HEAD HUNTER: 
* Grab-n-Gos - Sections 307 & 550 * Beer Tunnel - Section 162 
* Hop Stop - Section 139 * Marketplace - Section 121 * DDM Club 
¢ Left Field - Section 574 Beer Garden (New for 2024!) 
y : * Craft Beer Express - Sec. 183 Behind Bleachers (New for 2024!) 


1 35 z ' ENJOY CANS OF STUMBLE BERRY (NEW FOR 2024!): 
i * Neighborhood Stand - Sec. 111 * Beer Garden - Sec. 164 
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PICK-UP AT BEER EN 
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WINE TASTING rr RESTAURANT 
WORLD CLASS IMPORT a HISTORIC TOURS 

§ DOMESTIC WINES ‘ee aa DOG-FRIENDLY PATIO 

SEASONAL LIVE — =" _s PUBLIC & 
ENTERTAINMENT \ PRIVATE EVENTS 

917 BARDSHAR ROAD SANDUSKY, OH 44870 
419-625-5474 


OH LIC# 25980 


MECHANICAL / PLUMBING CONTRACTORS 
SHEET METAL FABRICATION 
HVAC DESIGN BUILD ¢ HVAC SERVICE ¢ PLUMBING 


Thomas E. Martin 
President 
8500 Brookpark Rd. | 474 Locust St. 
Akron, OH 44307 


Cleveland, OH 44129 


216.741.2020 
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7/15/1994. 


SANTO DOMINGO, DR 
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affordable homeownership. ————__ 
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donate today! 
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Greater Cleveland 


wir Habitat for Humanity’ | Support our work at www.clevelandhabitat.org 


YOU ARE WORTH THE WAIT. 


IT'S NO CONTEST. 


Every 3 hours people are 
injured or killed trying 
to heat the train. 


For More Information on FREE Rail Safety Presentations call (419) 551-6398 or oli.org 
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HOMETOWN BORN 


PENSACOLA, FL 3/05/1992 
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Food Insecurity. ysvebay, 
It's more than aS itr.” ¢ 


NETWORK: eS 


Feeding our communities’ future. 


hungernetwork.org 
No.one goes hungry. 
No. food, goes to waste. 
admin@tandgflying.com www.tandgflying.com @tgflyingclub 


SCHEDULE YOUR DISCOVERY FLIGHT TODAY 
THE SKY IS THE LIMIT!!! 


* Private Pilot's License 

* Instrument Rating 

- Complex & High 
Performance 
Endorsements 

* Commercial License 

* Mult-Engine Rating 

* CFI/CFI/MEI Rating 
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HOMETOWN BORN 


BROOKLYN, NY 8/02/1997 
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os Be Known. 


Be Remarkable 


a Be You. 


At Lake Ridge Academy, we inspire students using a combination of small classes, 
innovative teaching, and challenging academics— a set ona 
beautiful 93-acre campus in North Ridgeville. 1 epting EdC 


440-327-1175 | www.lakeridgeacademy.org | 37501 Center Ridge Road North Ridgeville, OH 44039 


Available at www.gianteagle.com 
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GENERAL CONTRACTING *« CONSTRUCTION 
MANAGEMENT ¢ DESIGN BUILD 


TODAY'S LIFESTYLE 


Multi-Family Residential | Commercial Office | Industrial 
Restaurants/Retail | Assisted Living | Higher Education 


WWW.TLCLEGENDS.COM 
INFO@TLCLEGENDS.COM ¢ 440-821-3288 


If you’re thinking of finishing your high school diploma, you have iy 
more support than you realize. Find teachers and free adult 
education classes near you at FinishYourDiploma.org. $=  — tad Qf ureracy rounvarion 
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HOMETOWN BORN 


MISSISSAUGA, ON, CA 2/21/2000 
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The team that always 

La. steps=up to the plate 
amp for children & families in crisis 
eens DONATE TODAY 


© &™ Hanna-Barbera. (s24) 


provhouse.org » 216.651.5982 » @provhouseCLE 


Cuyahoga 
County 

Public 
Library 


Celebrating two 
great pasttimes 


Discover more at cuyahogalibrary.org 


andaHuntRealtonagmail.com 
mobile: 440-281-5059 
REALTOR®, National Association of Realtors 
ABR, AHWO), C2EX, MRP, WER 
NEW VISION REALTY | MANAGER 


INCLUSION FOR ALL, OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL, RESPECT FOR ALL” 
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HOMETOWN BORN 


MISSISSAUGA, ON, CA 6/22/1997 
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EINHEIT 


ELECTRIC CONSTRUCTION CO. 


www.EinheitElectric.com 


& contractor with a passion for people and community. 
Befining the Skyline since 1968, 


RELMECG 


MECHANICAL LIC > 


¢ Plumbing 

¢ Heating 

¢ Air Conditioning 

¢ Power & Process Piping 
¢ Service 


4975 Hamilton Avenue 
Cleveland, Ohio 44114 
216.391.1030 * relmeciic.com 
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EST.1983 


OVER 40 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE 


STRUCTURAL STEEL ERECTION 
STRUCTURAL STEEL FABRICATION 
MISCELLANEOUS METALS 


WWW.MULLIRON.NET 
10 MULL DRIVE 
RITTMAN, OHIO 44270 eee, ERECTOR 


330.927.6855 MBE CERTIFIED 


GOOD LUCKWITH THE 


2024 SEASON! 


waco ® Reserve y you = ite a 
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, Read: With, Ceddal efit § 


"$3 0FF ANY LUNCH SANDWICH 


This offer applies to in-store purchases only 


t This offer can not be combined with any other offer, one coupon per customer. Valid through 10/1/24 


90 OFF SHIPPING ORDERS [2 
WITH PROMO CODE GAMES [ee 
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MAGNOLIA, TX 11/25/1995 
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HOMETOWN BORN 


GARDEN GROVE, CA 10/17/1994. 
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Sausage Company Inc. 


SHOP WHERE IT PAYS 
AND BRING HOME THE RAY’S 


Beef Links 
Hot and Mild 
5 Ib Box and Bulk 


Souse Meat 
1 lb and 5lb 
Mild, Hot & Extra Hot 


(216) 921-8782 | www.rayssausage.com 
3146 E 123rd Street | Cleveland, OH 44120 


ay SAINATO'S 


TN weitere ct 2 
Lol FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1972 


DINE-IN, TAKEOUT 
IN-HOUSE & OFF PREMISE 
CATERING 


7 
iy 


if 


Visit us today at 1852 Columbus Rd, Cleveland, OH 44113 
or call (216) 772-4400 to reserve your table! 


EXPERIENCE 
AUTHENTIC ITALIAN 


BIG MAMMAS 


BURRITOS 


Athens 
10 S Court St. 
(740) 566-4100 © 


Columbus 
1359 Grandview Ave. 
(614) 824-2528 


Use code 
HOMERUN2024 
in store or online for 
a 10% DISCOUNT 


www.BigMammasBurritos.com 
© @BigMammasBurritos 


Serving Cuyahoga County for over 30 yoars. 


; wat | nt = 
‘he {ames 
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Together, 
we can hit mental 
health stigma out 
of the park! 


Mental health i a team sport with understanding, 
ampathy, and action, we break down harriers snd 
prioritize mental wellness for everson. 


Visit waewnomigreaterche candor 
for Perens, support groups, and volunteer opportumitics. 


Helpline: 216-875-7776 
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HOMETOWN BORN 


FAYETTEVILLE, NC 7/26/1999 


BATS THROWS 


HEIGHT WEIGHT 


WALKER ROOF ING 


440-527-3039 


www.WalkerRoofingandConstruction.com 


Insurance Claim Specialist 


Free Estimates 


Cleveland's Top Choice for Foodservice 
Equipment, Supplies, and Design 


Ohio’s “1 Tent Solution 
We are committed to ensuring the success 
of your event each and every time 


~ Zea 


216-486-TsE3NoTs 
Tent Solutions www.AdvancedTentSolutions.com 


24K COINS & BARS 


“A SMART INVESTMENT” 


530 EUCLID, STE. #6 » CLEVELAND. OH 
CALL OR TEXT FOR QUOTES 


(216) 526-8613 


CELEBRATING 136 YEARS OF 
FAMILY AND ISLAND TRADITIONS 


GHAD'S OUIE-ST FAMILY CWMEO ANC OPERATED WivEnT SWE rake 
PRODUCING OVER 20 VARIETIES OF 
WINES AND 2 GRAPE JUICES 


HOME OF CRYSTAL CAVE, WORLD'S LARGEST 
CELESTITE GEODE AND GIFT SHOP. 


(419) 285-2811 
WWwW.HEINEMANSWINERY.COM 
TOURS DAILY: MAY - SEPTEMBER 
978 CATAWBA AVE, PUT-IN-BAY, OH 43456 


CLE Sports Cards & Collectibles 


7976 Broadview Rd ¢ Broadview Hts, OH 44147 
(216) 527-5242 
We carry a large assortment of both vintage 
and modern sports cards & memorabilia 


BUY. SELL. TRADE. 
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BARQUISIMETO, VZ RIGHT 64 
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HOMET OVW i BATS 


CANTON, GA 


4/09/1998 


Moody Nolan 


Elevating sports atmospheres 
for unrivaled experiences 


Smokey Bear Is 
within us all. 


For wildfire prevention tips, visit 
SmokeyBear.com 


@ 
lil 
For military veteran caregivers, caregiving often starts 


earlier in life and lasts longer. To better care for your 
loved one, you must also care for yourself. 


Get a FREE military veterans caregiving guide at 


aarp.org/ caregiving AARP ad| 
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HOMET OVA BATS HEIGHT 
SANTO DOMINGO, DR SWITCH 


1/27/2002 


It’s okay to nile see ex o : 
Learn how to reach out to a friend about ¥ 
their mental health at SeizeTheAwkward. a mf 


SSEIZE THE AWKWARD 


DRAVAN 


RUCAHTU 
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HOMETOWN BATS HEIGHT 
SAN CRISTOBAL, DR 
THROWS WEIGHT 


3/20/2001 
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, The promise 
inside Hazel 
o is greater than 
the poverty 
around her. 


w 
J Hazel doesn't know whal she wants 


to be when she grows up, and that's 
just fine, At age 11, her job is to play, 
graw and learn. But for kids like 

her in the world’s poorest places. 
poverty gels in the way 


ChildFund works in 24 countries 
to make sure children grow up 
healthy, educated, self-sufficient 
and sale, wherever they were born. 


——E—_ 


Thanks to generous supporters, our 

programs help chilclren fulfill their 

potential, That's boen our promise ‘ 
to thern for 80-plus years 


J 


CHILDFUND.ORG 
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MME TULER 


BURRIS BECDE 
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PANAMACITY, PAN RIGHT 61 WORCESTER, MA RIGHT 62 


hoa THA DWwWS WEigGHT BoA THRSAS WEHT 


7/18/1996 RIGHT 210 5/23/1993 RIGHT 216 


WHEN IT COMES TO 
MAKING PLANS 


-_ YOU’RE THE BEST 


“signup y. @ 
forlocal weatherand = 
emergency alerts ‘| 


Prepare 
an emergency kit 


“Make 
a family e 
communications plan 


Get started at ready.gov/plan Ready 6 
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HOPE Tis DATS. SHEMET HOME TOV BaTS HEIGHT 


HONOLULU, HI LEFT 64 
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9/24/2001 RIGHT 202 12/18/1999 LEFT 225 
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BODE TD te Oa TS HEIGHT HOME TOoWwWA BaTS HEIGHT 


SANTO DOMINGO, DR RIGHT 511 PANAMACITY, PA RIGHT 62 


Baa THADWS WEIGHT BoA THRGAS WEMHT 


6/21/2003 RIGHT 185 1/05/2001 RIGHT 226 
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DIFFERENT NATIONAL ORIGINS. | 


. 
‘- = 


| Me, A KE 
SAME FAIR HOUSING RIGHTS. 


4 


It is illegal for landlords and real estate agents to deny you housing opportunities because of your ethnicity. 
The Fair Housing Act prohibits housing discrimination based on national origin. If you believe you have 
experienced a violation of your rights, file a complaint. 


Go to hud.gov/fairhousing or call 1-800-669-9777 


Federal Relay Service 1-800-877-8339 


FAIR HOUSING: THE LAW IS ON YOUR SIDE. 


A public service message from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development in 
cooperation with the National Fair Housing Alliance. The federal Fair Housing Act prohibits 
OPPORTUNITY discrimination because of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, familial status or disability. ZS 


National Fair Housing Alliance 


er CTU TIT 


JHONNENSY 


——— ee 


is "ha, "he Ms as Ms ha, Nhe Me ha a 


ARAAARAAALS oy JAAR RAMA Kaenan 
— Calli lnililenihilllinilenilanll 
a 


Ca CFLS LLL LSS SKS LL EL EL ETE EE 
Lc as — — = 


#78 | OUTFIELDER #54 | PITCHER 


HOPE Tia DATS. HEMT HOME TOW BaTS 


HEIGHT 
SAN PEDRO DE . , 
__ MACORIS, DR RIGHT 63 CONROE, TX RIGHT 64 


Ea THA DAA S. ‘WhGHT BoA THR AS WEMHT 


10/17/1994 RIGHT 225 


7/15/2001 RIGHT 250 
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#67 | OUTFIELDER #91| PITCHER 


BDA Ti te a Oa TS MEIGHT HOME TON BaTS HEIGHT 


BAYAMON, PR RIGHT 60 VANCOUVER, BC, CA RIGHT 65 


Baa THA GWwS WEIGHT Boa THAW S WEMHT 


11/04/1999 RIGHT 224 


5/09/1999 RIGHT 230 
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Teacher! 


Last year, Sam was too sick to dream. 

He has Primary Immunodeficiency or PI. 
Thanks to the Jeffrey Modell Foundation, 

he has been properly diagnosed and treated. 


Now he’s head of the class. 
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» fee Jeffrey Modell 
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BENCH COACH FIRST BASE COACH 


Enters his first season on the Guardians Entering his 15th season on the 
coaching staff after his November 10, Guardians coaching staff since 2010. 
2023 hiring. Spent the last four seasons Named First Base Coach on November 17, 
(2020-23) as the Bullpen Coach of the San 2009, was 1B coach in 2010-11, Bench 
Francisco Giants. Coach in 2012-13. Also instructs and 
mentors Guardians catchers. 
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cLEVELAND 


ML FIELD COORDINATOR BULLPEN COACH 


Named to the Guardians Major League Named Major League Bullpen Coach on 
coaching staff on November 27, 2023 as Nov. 27, 2023. Spent 2022 season as the 
Field Coordinator. Spent four seasons in AZ Academy Pitching Development Coach 
the San Francisco Giants organization as and 2023 as the Pitching Coach at AA 

the ML Bench Coach and Infield Coach. Akron. 
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OUTFIELD & 
BASERUNNING COACH 


Enters his second season on the Guardians 


coaching staff, instructing the club’s out- 
fielders and baserunning. 2024 marks his 
sixth season with the team. 
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INFIELD/THIRD BASE 
COACH 


Enters his first season on the Guardians 
coaching staff after his November 27, 2023 
hiring. 2024 marks his 36th season in the 


Guardians organization, beginning 


his tenure as a Minor League player in 1988. 
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ASST. HITTING COACH 


Enters his first season on the Guardians 
coaching staff after his January 15, 2024 
hiring. Spent the last four seasons in the 
Chicago Cubs organization as the Hitting 
Coach at High-A South Bend. 
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ASST. PITCHING COACH 


Torres enters his third season on the 
Major League coaching staff, his eighth 
overall in the Guardians organization. 
Spent two seasons (2020-21) as the 
organizational Pitching Coordinator. 


LALLA LLL EES 


HITTING COACH 


Named Major League Hitting Coach on Nov. 
5, 2021, entering his third season on the 
Cleveland staff. In his first season guiding 
the club’s hitters the Guards finished 4th in 
the AL in batting average (.254). 
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PITCHING COACH 


In his seventh season on Guardians 
staff after October 26, 2017 hiring. 
Overall this is his tenth season as 
Guardians Pitching Coach and 16th 
overall at the Major League level. 
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BULLPEN CATCHER 


Begins his fifteenth season on the 
Guardians coaching staff; Duties include 
catching starting and relief pitchers and 

throwing batting practice. 
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BULLPEN CATCHER 


Begins his eleventh season on the 


Guardians coaching staff; Duties include 
catching starting and relief pitchers and 


throwing batting practice. 


Help a lost 
pet get home 


Posting a lost pet notice 
can reunite a family for 
a lifetime. 
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PetsAndPeopleTogether.org 
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THE HUMANE SOCIETY 
OF THE UNITED STATES 


Maddie’s Fund 
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LONNIE SOLOFF 


Lonnie Soloff is in his 21st season with the Cleveland Guardians and his 11th 
leading Medical Services. He was elevated to Senior Vice President, Medical 
Services prior to the 2022 campaign. Originally took on an expanded role as 
Senior Director, Medical Services in 2014. 


JAMES QUINLAN 


James Quinlan begins his 11th season on the Major League staff, his first as 
Director of Major League Player Medical Services. Previously served as the 
club’s Head Athletic Trainer for 10 seasons from 2014-23 after spending 
2012 and 2013 in the same position with the club’s Triple-A affiliate, the 
Columbus Clippers. In his new capacity, James will coordinate injury 
prevention and rehab programs for all 40-man players. 


JEFF DESJARDINS 


Jeff Desjardins, 50, is entering his 15th season on the Major League 
Athletic Training staff and his first as Head Athletic Trainer. This season 
marks his 24th season in the Guardians organization. 


CHAD WOLFE 


Chad Wolfe enters his sixth season as the club’s Assistant Athletic 
Trainer and is entering his 21st overall season as an Athletic Trainer in the 
organization. 


JOE KESSLER 


Joe Kessler is entering his 15th season as the Major League Strength and 
Conditioning Coach after being named to the position on January 8, 2010. 
Joe was named MLB Strength Coach of the Year by his MLB peers at the 
2018 Winter Meetings. 
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IN 2024, THE GUARDIANS DELIVER AN 


ALL=STAR LINEUP 


IN THE RADIO AND TELEVISION BROADCAST BOOTHS. 


FLAGSHIP STATIONS 
WTAM - AM Cleveland, OH 1100 
WMMS-FM Cleveland, OH 100.7 
OHIO / AM 
WAKR-AM Akron, OH 1590 
WFUN-AM Ashtabula, OH 970 
WBLL-AM Bellefontaine,OH 1390 
WHBC-AM Canton, OH 1480 
WJER-AM Dover, OH 1450 
WEOL-AM Elyria, OH 930 
WFIN-AM Findlay, OH 1330 
WFOB-AM Fostoria, OH 1430 
WMAN-AM Mansfield, OH 1400 
WMRN-AM Marion, OH 1490 
WMVO-AM Mount Vernon,OH 1300 
WLEC-AM Sandusky, OH 1450 
WSPD-AM Toledo, OH 1370 
Tom Hamilton begins his 35th season in the Cleveland Guardians WBTC-AM Uhrichsville,OH 1540 
radio broadcast booth. “The Voice of the Guardians” will be isa NOUMESTOW NO meer 
WRIE-AM Erie, PA 1260 
joined this season by Jim Rosenhaus, who is entering his 18th 
season as a member of the Indians radio broadcast team. OHIO / FM 
WAKR-FM Akron, OH 93.5 
WBNV-FM Barnesville, OH 93.5 
WBLL-FM Bellefontaine,OH 106.9 
WBNO-FM Bryan, OH 100.9 
WQEL-FM Bucyrus, OH 92.7 
WTAM-FM Cleveland, OH 106.9 
WTOH-FM Columbus, OH 95.9 
WJER-FM Dover, OH 100.9 
WEOL-FM Elyria, OH 100.3 
WFIN-FM Findlay, OH 95.5 
WFOB-FM Fostoria, OH 1057 
WWSR Lima, OH 93.1 
WMAN-FM Mansfield, OH 98.3 
WJAW-FM McConnelsville, OH 100.9 
WMVO-FM Mount Vernon, OH 100.9 
WLKR-FM Norwalk, OH 95.3 
On cable, the Bally Sports Great Lakes broadcast team includes WLEC-FM Sandusky, OH 93.5 
Rick Manning and Matt Underwood (left and middle) and Andre ge PN ie pele E28 
WBTC-FM Uhrichsville, OH 101.9 


Knott (right). 


WQKT-FM Wooster, OH 104.5 
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THE GUARDIANS MASCOT ~% 


TO YOUR NEXT BIG EVENT. 
AND:MAKE.IT-EVEN 
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WHATEVER THE OCCASION, 
SLIDER WILL BE A HUGE HIT 
WITH YOUR GUESTS. 


. PARTIES! 


Looking for a new way to celebrate a child’s birthday? 
Party with Slider at Progressive Field! 
SLIDER BIRTHDAY PARTIES ARE BIGGER AND jAula Ug EVER. 


cas. BIRTHDAY 


ackage: snacks WV private p 
an autographed mini bat and pregame visit from Slider. 
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PREPARING YOUTH 
Wr, FOR SUCCESS fi 
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CLEVELAND GUARDIANS. 
IN THE COMMUNITY 


While the Guardians take great pride on the baseball field, the team is also committed to 
the community off the field and works to make a difference in the lives of Clevelanders. 


f kindness can have a big impact in making p 
ach out and connect with others, we can build 
where everyone - regardless of their background - feels like the 


LEARN HOW AT 


BELONGINGBEGINSWITHUS.ORG emcUS Exel 


ARTWORK BY NINA YAGUAL + AMPLIFIER.ORG 


CLEVELAND GUARDIANS. 
IN THE COMMUNITY 


Cleveland Guardians Charities (CGC) aims to strengthen youth through service initiatives that focus on education, health and fitness. CGC has 
donated over $11 million to youth-oriented agencies and organizations throughout Northeast Ohio — impacting more than 20,000 children in the area 
every year. CGC strives to prepare youth for successful lives, improve the quality of youth baseball and softball programs in Cleveland, and create a 
sustainable plan for youth baseball. CGC has sustained partnerships with three beneficiary organizations to achieve these goals: 


¢ CLEVELAND METROPOLITAN SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Cleveland Metropolitan School District (CMSD) provides more than 300 students with the opportunity to play baseball and softball as 
an extracurricular sport in high school. Cleveland Guardians Charities supports CMSD baseball and softball programs by funding 
uniforms and equipment, and by providing coaching clinics. 


* BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF CLEVELAND 
The Cleveland Guardians support the Boys & Girls Clubs of Cleveland through financial, in-kind and volunteer efforts. In 2022, CGC 
provided financial support for youth education programs including reading initiatives and scholarships. 


¢ PLAYBALL! CLE, PRESENTED BY CLIFFS 
Supports baseball and softball being played in Cleveland through Cleveland City Rec and eight other leagues and organizations in 
greater Cleveland. 


TO LEARN MORE ABOUT CGC AND HOW TO GET INVOLVED, VISIT 


IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF YOUTH BASEBALL AND SOFTBALL 


DIAMOND IMPROVEMENT GRANT, PRESENTED BY NESTLE 
Through the Diamond Improvement Grant program, the Cleveland Guardians annually provide up to six organizations with a grant of 
$5,000 for local league programming, field renovation and equipment. 


PLAYBALL! CLE, PRESENTED BY CLIFFS 

PlayBall! CLE is an initiative of Cleveland Guardians Charities that will provide financial support to underserved baseball and softball 
organizations throughout Greater Cleveland. The goal of PlayBall! CLE is to improve the quality of the youth baseball and softball 
experience, provide access and opportunity for youth, and ensure leagues/organizations are applying consistent best practices. 
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Find a trail near you at Ad 
DiscoverTheForest.org Counci 


Defend his right to childhood. 
» Sponsor a child today. 
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SOS Childr¢ 
builds loving | 
orphaned ar 
abandoned chi 
around the world.-% 


FIPY SOS CHILDREN'S 
Ye) VILLAGES 


CLEVELAND GUARDIANS. 
IN THE COMMUNITY 


WAYS TO SUPPORT CLEVELAND GUARDIANS CHARITIES 


CIC GIVEATHON 
Since 2019, CGC has raised over $1M for youth baseball & softball initiatives and the Digital Divide in Cleveland. Join us August 27, 
2024 for our sixth annual CGC Giveathon presented by Kaulig Giving. 


GOLF OUTING 
August 29, 2024 at Quail Hollow Country Club 


50/50 RAFFLE 


Tickets for all raffles can be purchased online at www.cleguardians5050.com 


The Cleveland Guardians Community Impact is dedicated to improving communities across Northeast Ohio by providing resources 
for social equity, education, and youth programming and select health and environmental initiatives. 


The RBI program is a Major League experience 
for youth baseball & softball players from 
Cleveland Metropolitan School District and 
Cleveland City Rec. Junior Boys, Senior Boys 
& Girls play on acompetitive team and travel 
to the RBI Regional Tournament. In 2023, 

the Senior Softball team was selected to 
participate in the RBI World Series in Vero 
Beach, FL. 


This season, for every home run hit by the 
Guardians at Progressive Field, the Guardians 
and Davey Tree are committed to plant a tree 
in greater Cleveland. We want to do our part to 
rebuild the tree canopy in NE Ohio. 


The Guardians are a proud founding partner of 
VeloSano. Since the inaugural ride in 2014, we 
have helped raise nearly $30 million for cancer 
research at Cleveland Clinic. The Guardians 
VeloSano team has raised over $1 million 
dollars to date. 


Stay tuned for our third annual CLE Inspires 
Week, August 23 -30, 2024. 


. 1 a”? _ = = ie | 

: Sh r : - : + *- ry “2? Ss * 
“ 4 77 - | . = - i 

1 he I J oa ’ a a a ‘J P 
a ss ; ——— | . 
- alk 


HELP THEM SUCCEED ON 
AND OFF THE COURT. 


Empower young people to make good choices about alcohol. 


Being prepared to talk to young people about the risks of underage drinking 
and answer questions will show that you care about their overall health and 
wellness. For tips on how—and when—to begin the conversation, visit 


www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 


“é SAMHSA 
& Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
— Services Administrati 


#TalkTheyHearYou PEP20-03-01-009 


MAKE 
SURE 
THEY’RE 
IN THE 
RIGHT 
CAR SEAT 


COX XS 


NHTSA.gov/TheRightSeat 
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CLEVELAND GUARDIANS CHARITIES (CGC) CELEBRATES 
ITS 35TH YEAR SERVING THE COMMUNITY IN 2024. 


Help CGC continue to provide 
baseball and softball opportunities 
to underprivileged youth by 
participating in the 50/50 Raffle 
Campaign — purchase a chance to 
win half the pot at select kiosks 
during each home game, the other 
half is donated to CGC. 


For more information or to pledge your support, visit CLEGuardians.com/community 
or call 216-420-HITS. Tickets can also be purchased at cleguardians5050.com 


DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE. 


A Collaborative Project of 
Arbor Day Foundation and 
Dimensions Educational Research Foundation 
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Give a child the gift of nature 
and a lifelong sense of wonder. 


Q': ol the best thines you can eive your Go to arborday.org and check out Nature 
child ov grandchild doesn't come from a explore. There. vou can download a free Nature 
store. Us time spent outdoors discovering the Explore Families Club kit and learn about 

eilts of nature, rieht in their own backvard. other Nature Explore resources for connecting 
Nature [xplore resources give vou tun tools children with nature. Whether vou live in the 
and activities to vive the children in vour life a city, the country, or anywhere in between, 2 
love of nature, lifelong learning skills. and an online to arborday.org and start sccine what 
everlasting sense of wonder, a difference nature can make. 
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Educational Research Foundation 


GUARDIANS GEAR 


* T-SHIRTS * HEADWEAR * AUTHENTICS * OUTERWEAR 
* NOVELTIES * ACCESSORIES * KIDS APPAREL * CUSTOMIZATIONS 


nal 216.420,GEAR (4327) // GUARDIANS TEAM STORE AND SOUVENIR STANDS 
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Communities 
In Schools 


In schools to 
unlock potential. 


At the beginning of his freshman year, Jalen’s ambition wavered. He lost sight of his goals and found himself 
straying from his path. Toriano from Communities In Schools became his trusted guide, working with Jalen 
to improve his attendance, raise his GPA and set clear goals for the future. Now a senior, Jalen is a first-chair 
trombone player and drum major in his high school marching band. He’s exploring musical scholarship 
opportunities for college, and he has dreams of becoming a U.S. Marshal. There are millions of at-risk kids 
like Jalen who need a caring adult to help them stay in school and succeed in life. 


See how we help all kids succeed. | CommunitiesInSchools.org 
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Teacher! 


Last year, Sam was too sick to dream. 

He has Primary Immunodeficiency or PI. 
Thanks to the Jeffrey Modell Foundation, 

he has been properly diagnosed and treated. 


Now he’s head of the class. 
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THE NEXT EVOLUTION 
OF GAMING 


NITRO 17 


——_ 
\m Go full throttle with the Acer Nitro 17 gaming laptop combining the 
~~ / . Intel® Core™ i5 processor with the NVIDIA® GeForce RTX™ 40-Series 
Se Laptop GPU. The picture-perfect 15.6-inch FHD display with 144Hz 
~s refresh rates provides an immersive viewing experience while next-gen 
’ cooling, a 4-zone RGB keyboard and NitroSense software let you take 
command of the court. 


Intel® Core™ i5-13420H Processor 

NVIDIA® GeForce RTX™ 40 Series Loptop GPU 
15.6" 1920 x 1080 IPS Display 

Backlit Keyboard 


AVAILABLE AT 


amazon 
A 


© 2023 Acer America Corporation. All rights reserved. Acer and the Acer logo are registered trademarks of Acer Inc. Other trademarks, registered trademarks, and/or service marks, 
indicated or otherwise, are the property of their respective owners. .Intel, the Intel logo, the Intel Inside logo and Intel Core are trademarks of Intel Corporation or its subsidiaries. 


Make the drive 
50 minutes south 
to the Hall of Fame 
ProFootballHOF.com/Visit 


